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Ocean View      Dental

BOTOX TREATMENTS
to relieve headaches, jaw pain 

(TMJ) & clenching$5495($400 vAluE)

New Patients Only
Cleaning, exam & 
necessary xrays.

FREE BLEACHING 
               FOR LIFE!

Usual dental fees must be 
paid in full for exam, xrays & 

cleaning. offer expires 01/31/11

Most Crowns & Implants
Done in 1 Day!

Our signature Lotus Flow
Vinyasa classes at all levels
Donation based community classes
Friday Night Midnight Yoga
with LIVE music
Kirtans and special workshops
Our Celebrated 200 Hour
Teacher Training

Our signature Lotus Flow
Vinyasa classes at all levels
Donation based community classes

WELCOME
to Laughing Lotus Yoga Center

Featuring:

WELCOME
to Laughing Lotus Yoga Center

WELCOME
to Laughing Lotus Yoga Center

Featuring:
Our signature Lotus Flow
Vinyasa classes at all levels
Donation based community classes
Friday Night Midnight Yoga
with LIVE music
Kirtans and special workshops
Our Celebrated 200 Hour
Teacher Training - Session
Starts Feb.12th-May 22nd

3271 16th St. @ Dolores
www.laughinglotus.com for ALL the details!

Bring this ad and may
your first class be happy &

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!

BENDER’S GRILL
NEW MENU!! NoW W/TATER ToTS!!

TUE-fRI 6pM-11pM, SAT 4pM-10pM

hAppy hoUR M-f 4-7pM
WhISkEy WED pBR & ShoT $5

fREE BBq SUNDAyS 4-7pM
IchI SUShI MoNDAyS 6-9pM

Secession Art & DesignSecession Art & DesignSecession Art & Design

3361 Mission St
(across from 30th St. Safeway)

San Francisco, CA 94110
415-279-3058

Hours:
Tuesday,Thursday,
Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, 12-7pm

drawing by Ursula Xanthe Young

Gallery. Boutique. Workspace. 
secessionsf.com

Thanks for voting us Best Art Gallery!
Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay 2010

VALENCIA 
CYCLERY

www.valenciacyclery.com

sells more bikes than any
other S.F. Dealer...

there must be a reason!
SELECTION • PRICE • SERVICE!

1065 & 1077 Valencia 
(Bet. 21st & 22nd St.) SF

415-550-6600
Mon-Sat 10-6 • Sun 11-5

B&W
BRAKE & WHEEL SERVICE CENTER

3260 26th St. SF
(Btwn Folsom & So. Van Ness)

OPEN M-F 7-5:30 
(415) 285-2439

www.bwservicecenter.com

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

Organic Fruits & Vegetables

Quality Selection of Domestic 
& Imported Wines, Beer & Spirits 

Fresh Acme Breads Daily

Vitamin Selection

Fresh Flowers

1400 Guerrero Street San Francisco
415-282-6274

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com
Open Everyday 

Mon-Fri 8am-9pm • Sat-Sun 9am-9pm

VIS IT  US  ONLINE AT  goathill.com

                  300 CONNECTICUT ST.@ 18TH  641-1440 • DELIVERY: 974-1303
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607a haight street

san francisco, california 94117

open daily from 11am  8pm

free delivery     415.626.2100

onsite use permitted 

in our comfortable lounge

www.vaporroom.com

Only patients with legally recognized medical cannabis ID cards may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries.
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So, You Think You Know
What You’re Eating?

Don’t be confused by food ingredient labels...

With “Don’t Eat That,” you can now check the ingredients right in the 
store just by entering the ingredient name. Find out if an ingredient 
is carcinogenic, banned in other countries, bad for kids or pregnant 

women, genetically modified, or causes drug interactions and/or
allergies. “Don’t Eat That” can be downloaded from the iTune app. 

Store for $1.99. Don’t Eat That is not entertaining but life changing.

www.donteatthat.info

Don’t Eat 
That!
Loading...

Get to $10,000.00
in Life Insurance

up

no matter what your health
and at rates that never go up!

Hold down 

the cost of your 

coverage!

Good news in today’s economy for people ages 45 to 85.*
Consumers want the best value in today’s challenging times. Their life insurance is no exception. Whether 
you need funds to help pay your final, burial expenses or just want to strengthen your current coverage, 
United of Omaha Life Insurance Company has the right protection . . . priced right for you.

AFN41741_0309

Affordable monthly premiums will never increase, guaranteed. 
$10,000.00 $7,000.00 $5,000.00 $3,000.00

AGE Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

45-49 $32.50  $27.00  $23.05  $19.20  $16.75 $14.00  $10.45  $8.80

50-54 $36.00 $30.00  $25.50  $21.30  $18.50  $15.50 $11.50 $9.70

55-59 $45.00  $37.50  $31.80  $26.55  $23.00 $19.25  $14.20 $11.95 

60-64 $55.00  $42.00 $38.80  $29.70  $28.00 $21.50  $17.20 $13.30

65-69 $66.00  $51.00 $46.50 $36.00 $33.50 $26.00  $20.50 $16.00 

70-74 $89.00  $69.00  $62.60  $48.60 $45.00  $35.00 $27.40  $21.40

75-79 $121.00 $98.00 $85.00 $68.90 $61.00  $49.50  $37.00  $30.10 

 80-85 $166.00 $139.50 $116.50 $97.95 $83.50 $70.25 $50.50 $42.55

This is a solicitation of insurance. These policies contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits during the first two years of 
policy ownership. Not available in all states. EASY WAY Whole Life Insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, Omaha NE, which is licensed nationwide, 
except NY. Policy Form: 7627L-0505: (in ID: 7627L-0505 or state equivalent; in OK: 7735L-0505; in PA: A965LPA06P; in TX: 7741L-0505). *Age eligibility varies in some states.

Guaranteed Acceptance with no health questions asked
Benefits do not decrease due to age or changing health
Coverage Guaranteed policy cannot be cancelled

Full Coverage for people aged 45 to 85
Builds cash value you can borrow against

Call for your FREE Enrollment Packet Today!

1-800-631-4533
www.mutualforlife.com

UNITED OF OMAHA LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY
A Mutual of Omaha Company
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be enough state money attached to 
handle the new burden. Lee needs 
to publicly call on Brown and the 
Legislature to give cities more ability 
to raise taxes on the local levee. Then 
he should start planning for a June 
ballot package that will raise as much 
as $2�0 million in new revenue for 
the city.

A substantially higher vehicle 
license fee on expensive cars, a con-
gestion management fee, a significant 
annual transit impact fee on down-
town offices, a restructured business 
tax, and a progressive tax on income 
of more than $�0,000 a year would 
more than eliminate the structural 
deficit.

There are plenty of other revenue 
ideas out there; not all can or would 
pass on a single ballot. But Lee needs 
to make it clear that revenue will be 
part of the solution — and that he 
will use all the political capital he can 
muster to convince the voters to go 
along.

•  Get serious about community 
choice aggregation. Newsom loved to 
talk about his environmental agenda, 
but when it came to challenging the 
hegemony of Pacific Gas and Electric 
Co. and its dirty power portfolio, he 
ran for cover. His hand-picked Public 
Utilities Commission director, Ed 
Harrington, has been an obstacle to 
implementing the city’s CCA plan. 
Lee needs to get rid of Harrington 
or direct him to cooperate with the 
supervisors and get San Francisco on 
the path to clean public power.

•  Establish a real affordable 
housing program. The city plans to 
build housing for as many as 60,000 
new residents in the southeast neigh-
borhoods — but only a fraction of 
them will be affordable. This city is 
already well on its way to becoming 
a high-end bedroom community for 
Silicon Valley; only a clear policy that 
limits new market-rate condos until 
there’s a plan for adequate affordable 
housing will turn things around.

•  Support Sanctuary City and 
quit helping federal immigration 
authorities break up families. Newsom 
was just awful on this issue; Lee needs 
to work with Sup. David Campos to 
implement more humane laws.

•  End the demonization of 
homeless people and public employees. 
Newsom came to power attacking the 

By Tim Redmond
tredmond@sfbg.com

Former Mayor Willie Brown says 
that choosing a person of color for a 
leadership position should be a pro-
gressive value. Board of Supervisors 
President David Chiu says the new 
mayor, Ed Lee, is a progressive. 
Several supervisors and other political 
observers say the six-vote progressive 
majority on the board is gone.

And nobody really talks about 
what that word means.

Progressive is a term with a long 
political vintage, but it’s changed (as 
has the political context) since the 
1920s. (Progressives these days aren’t 
into Prohibition.) So I’m going to take 
a few minutes to try to sort this out.

I used to tell John Burton, the 
former state senator, that a progres-
sive was a liberal who didn’t like 
real estate developers. But that was 
in the 1980s, when the Democratic 
Party in town was funded by Walter 
Shorenstein and other developers who 
were happy to be part of the party of 
Dianne Feinstein, happy to be liber-
als on some social issues (Shorenstein 
insisted that the Chamber of 
Commerce hire and promote more 
women), and happy to promote liberal 
candidates like John and Phil Burton 
for state and national office — as 
long as they didn’t mess with the 
gargantuan money machine that was 
high-rise office development in San 
Francisco.

But these days it’s not all about 
real estate; it’s that the level of 
economic inequality in the United 
States has risen to levels unseen since 
the late 1920s. So I sat down on a 
Saturday night when the kids went to 
bed(yeah, this is my social life) and 
made a list of what I think represent 
the core values of a modern American 
progressive. It’s a short list, and I’m 
sure there’s stuff I’ve left off, but it 
seems like a place to start.

This isn’t a litmus test list (we’ve 
endorsed plenty of people who don’t 
agree with everything on it). It’s not 
a purity test, it’s not a dogma, it’s not 
the rules of entry into any political 
party ... it’s just a definition. My per-
sonal definition.

EDITORIAL San Francisco has its 
first Chinese American mayor, and 
that’s a major, historic milestone. 
Let’s remember: Chinese immigrants 
were among the most abused and 
marginalized communities in the 
early days of San Francisco. In 1870, 
the city passed a series of laws limit-
ing the rights of Chinese people to 
work and live in large parts of the 
city. Chinese workers built much of 
the Transcontinental Railroad — at 
slave wages and in desperately unsafe 
conditions that led to a large number 
of deaths. The United States didn’t 
even repeal the Chinese Exclusion 
Act (an anti-immigration law) until 
1943, and for years, Chinatown was 
one of the poorest and most neglected 
city neighborhoods.

So there’s good reason for Asians 
to celebrate that the last door in San 
Francisco political power is now open. 
And Mayor Ed Lee comes from a 
civil rights background; he got his 
start in politics working as a poverty 
lawyer and tenant organizer.

Unfortunately, his path to Room 
200 was badly marred by some ugly 

backroom dealing involving Willie 
Brown, the most corrupt mayor in 
modern San Francisco history. Even 
Lee’s supporters agree the process 
was a mess and that it undermines 
Lee’s credibility. So it’s important for 
Mayor Lee to immediately establish 
that he’s independent of Brown and 
his cronies, that his administration 
will not just be a Gavin Newsom 
rerun, and that progressives can and 
should support him.

He has a tough job ahead. We 
urge him to make a clean break 
with the past and set the city in a 
new direction. Here are a few ways 
to get started.

•  Clear out the Newsom opera-
tives and bring some new people with 
progressive credentials into the senior 
ranks. Newsom’s chief of staff, Steve 
Kawa, has been a shadow mayor for 
the past year while Newsom was 
on the campaign trail, and is the 
architect of much of what the outgo-
ing administration has done to sow 
political division and cripple city 
government. Lee needs his own chief 
advisor.

•  Show up for question time and 
work with the district-elected super-
visors. Newsom was openly dismissive 
of the board and refused to take the 
supervisors seriously as partners in 
city government. Lee should appear 
once a month to answer questions 
from the board in public, should meet 
regularly with all the supervisors and 
appoint a liaison that the board can 
work with and trust. He needs to 
make his administration as transpar-
ent and open as possible and ensure 
that everyone at City Hall follows 
the letter and spirit of the Sunshine 
Ordinance.

•  Make it clear that the next 
city budget includes substantial new 
revenue. Newsom offered nothing 
but Republican politics when it came 
to city finance; his only solutions to 
the massive structural deficit involved 
service cuts.

The deficit will be even worse 
than projected this year, since Gov. 
Jerry Brown wants to transfer much 
of the state’s responsibility for pub-
lic safety and public health back to 
local government — and there won’t 
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Golden Gate Park 
50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive

deyoungmuseum.org 
415.750.3600

at the de Young

Friday Nights at the de Young is part of FAMSF’s Cultural Encounters initiative 
generously funded by The James Irvine Foundation, The Wallace Foundation, 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Columbia Foundation, and 
the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation.

>celebrate the 6th season opening and the last 
Friday to view the special exhibition Van Gogh, Gauguin, 
Cézanne and Beyond: Post-Impressionist Masterpieces 
from the Musée d’Orsay— closes Tues, Jan 18. 

> dance to the wild jazz band Le Chat Lunatique.

> watch the Tableaux Vivants impersonating 
Impressionist artists.

>listen to author Barnaby Conrad III as he discusses 
“Absinthe: History in a Bottle.” In the Koret Auditorium at 7pm; 

>create your own crazy cat marionette puppet.

6th season opens Jan 14

fridaY
nights

From 5–8:45pm enjoy free programming, family art 
projects, live music and general admission* sponsored by 
Ovation and Xfinity.  

*  requires admission; 
buy your tickets in advance at deyoungmuseum.org.

Jan.14

Vincent van Gogh,  (detail), 1888. © RMN (Musée d’Orsay)/Hervé Lewandowski

The Bay Guardian is looking for 
an Advertising Sales Director. 
Responsibilities include maximizing 
revenues, and employing a leader-
ship style that promotes an effective 
work environment and motivates a 
sales team. The Sales Director will 
remain current on relevant techno-
logical developments. They will set 
and manage goals for Sales and 
Marketing for both the print product 
and online through strategic plan-
ning, assessment and redirection, 
in order to meet and exceed Com-
pany objectives.

Qualified applicants should have 
proven leadership skills and the abil-
ity to execute strategic sales plans 
to increase market share. Minimum 
5 years sales management experi-
ence; prior online and print advertis-
ing sales management a plus. Com-
pensation DOE with benefits.

Please email resumes to 
jobs@sfbg.com. No calls, please. 

SALES
DIRECTOR

Because words don’t mean any-
thing if they don’t mean anything, 
and progressive has become so much 
of a part of the San Francisco politi-
cal dialogue that it’s starting to mean 
nothing.

For the record: when I use the 
word “progressive,” I’m talking about 
people who believe:
1. That civil rights and civil liber-
ties need to be protected for everyone, 
even the most unpopular people in the 
world. We’re for same-sex marriage, 
of course, and for sanctuary city and 
protections for immigrants who may 
not have documentation. We’re also 
in favor of basic rights for prisoners, 
we’re against the death penalty, and 
we think that even suspected ter-
rorists should have the right to due 
process of law.
2. That essential public services — 
water, electricity, health care, broadband 
— should be controlled by the public, not 
by private corporations. That means 
public power and single-payer govern-
ment run health insurance. 
3. That the most central problem facing 
the city, the state, and the nation today 
is the dramatic upward shift of wealth 
and income and the resulting economic 
inequality. We believe that govern-
ment at every level — including 
local government right here in San 
Francisco — should do everything 
possible to reduce that inequality. 
That means taxing high incomes, 
redistributing wealth, and using that 
money for public services (education, 
for example) that tend to help people 
achieve a stable middle-class lifestyle. 
We believe that San Francisco is a 
rich city, with a lot of rich people, and 
that if the state and federal govern-
ment won’t try to tax them to pay for 
local services, the city should. 
4. That private money has no place 
in elections or public policy. We sup-
port a total ban on private campaign 
contributions, for politicians and 
ballot measures, and support public 
financing for all elections. Corruption 
— even the appearance of corruption 
— taints the entire public sector and 
helps the fans of privatization, and 
progressives especially need to under-
stand that.
5. That the right to private property 
needs to be tempered by the needs of 
society. That means you can’t just put 
up a highrise building anywhere you 
want in San Francisco, of course, 
but it also means that the rights 
of tenants to have stable places for 
themselves and their families to live 
is more important than the rights of 
landlords to maximize return on their 
property. That’s why we support strict 
environmental protections, even when 
they hurt private interests, and why be 

believe in rent control, including rent 
control on vacant property, and evic-
tion protections and restrictions on 
condo conversions. We think commu-
nity matters more than wealth, and 
that poor people have a place in San 
Francisco too — and if the wealthier 
classes have to have less so the city 
can have socioeconomic diversity, 
that’s a small price to pay. We believe 
that public space belongs to the 
public and shouldn’t be handed over 
to private interests. We believe that 
everyone, including homeless people, 
has the right to use public space.
6. That there are almost no circumstances 
where the government should do any-
thing in secret.
7. That progressive elected officials 
should use their resources and political 
capital to help elect other progressives 
— and should recognize that sometimes 
the movement is more important that 
personal ambitions.

I don’t know if Ed Lee fits 
my definition of a progressive. He 
hasn’t taken a public position on any 
major issues in 20 years. We won’t 
know until we see his budget plans 
and learn whether he thinks the 
city should follow Gavin Newsom’s 
approach of avoiding tax increases 
and simply cutting services again. 
We won’t know until he decides what 
to tell the new police chief about 
enforcing the sit-lie law. We won’t 
know until we see whether he keeps 
Newsom’s staff in place or brings in 
some senior people with progressive 
values.

I agree that having an Asian 
mayor in San Francisco is a very big 
deal, a historic moment — and as Lee 
takes over, I will be waiting, and hop-
ing, to be surprised. 2

6

homeless (with Care Not Cash) and 
went out attacking the homeless (with 
the sit-lie law). Lee ought to tell the 
Police Department not to aggressively 
enforce the ordinance.

 Take on the sacred cows of the 
Police and Fire departments. The 
biggest salary and pension problems 
in the city are in the two public safety 
departments. The Fire Department 
budget has been bloated for years. If 
everyone else is taking cuts, so should 
the highest-paid cops and the over-
staffed fire stations.

Some of Lee’s supporters insist 
he’s a solid progressive and that we 
shouldn’t hold the details of his selec-
tion — or the fact that he was chosen 
by people who are openly hostile to 
the progressive agenda — against 
him. We’re open to that — but the 
progressive community will judge 
him on his record. And he has to start 
right away. 2
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VALENCIA 
CYCLERY

Many Models on Sale!

VALENCIA CYCLERY
1065 & 1077 Valencia (Bet. 21st & 22nd St.) • SF

SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5
valenciacyclery.com

2010 WINNER!
"BEST SF BIKE SHOP"

BAY GUARDIAN & SF WEEKLY!

'10 Hardrock Disc Mountain Bike
Fully butted A1 Premium Aluminum frame makes for a lighter 

weight, more compliant and longer lasting bike. SRAM 21 
speed trigger shifters help you go fast, mechanical disc 
brakes make you stop even faster! Time to hit the trails!

Reg. $420   Now only $34995!

2010
CLOSE OUT SALE

ON NOW!

Limited to stock on hand.

THE PLACE to Shop for Vintage, Retro & Antique 
Home Decor  •  Furniture  •  Clothing  

Jewelry  •  Paintings  •  Books  •  Anything Collectible

Next Show: SUNDAY

JANUARY 16, 2011

6 am – 3 pm • Up to 500 Booths • Free Parking
Rain or Shine • All Items 20 Years or Older • No Pets

Admission: 6 – 8 am $10, 8 am – 3 pm $5 

For more info:      (510) 217-8696       info@candlestickantiques.com
www.candlestickantiques.com

Future 2011 Candlestick Park, San Francisco Shows:
Feb 20  •  Mar 20  •  Apr 17
May 15  •  Jun 19  •  Jul 17

�



� SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  |  SFBG.COM  |  independent, locally-owned  |  January 12 - 18, 2011

8nc

2589 Telegraph Ave. in Berkeley

(510) 540-6666 • www.darkentry.com

Clothing, costumes, 
wigs, shoes, 

boots, body jewelry, 
skateboards,
hair dyes, 

hosiery, knives, 
accessories
& more.

new updated website!

�

By Steven T. Jones
steve@sfbg.com

After an epic week at City Hall, the 
political dynamics in San Francisco 
have undergone a seismic shift, 
with pragmatism replacing progres-
sivism, longtime adversarial rela-
tionships morphing into close col-
laborations, and Chinese Americans 
as mayor and board president.

It was a week of surprises, 
starting Jan. 4 when City 
Administrator Ed Lee came out 
of nowhere to become the consen-
sus choice for interim mayor, and 
ending Jan. 9 when Mayor Gavin 
Newsom appointed Police Chief 
George Gascón to be the new dis-
trict attorney, Newsom’s last offi-
cial act as mayor before belatedly 
taking his oath of office as lieuten-
ant governor on Jan. 10.

In between, the outgoing Board 
of Supervisors held a special final 
meeting Jan. 7, at which progres-
sive supervisors fell into line behind 
Lee, some of them reluctantly, and 
accepted the new political reality. 
The next day, the new Board of 
Supervisors took office and over-
whelmingly reelected David Chiu 
as board president, with only the 
three most progressive supervisors 
in dissent.

After Chiu played kingmaker 
as the swing vote for making Lee 

the new mayor, the board and 
Mayor’s Office are likely to enjoy 
far closer and more cooperative 
relations than they’ve had in many 
years. And the sometimes prickly, 
blame-game relations between 
the Police Department and D.A.’s 
Office should also get better now 
that the top cop has switched sides. 
But what it all means for the aver-
age San Franciscan, particularly the 
progressive voters who created what 
they thought was a majority on the 
Board of Supervisors, is still an 
open question.

One thing that is clear is 
the ideological battles that have 
defined City Hall politics — what 
Chiu called the “oppositional poli-
tics of personality” during his clos-
ing remarks on Jan. � — have been 
moved to the back burner while the 
new leaders try a fresh approach.

Newsom — with his rigid fiscal 
conservatism and open disdain for 
the Board of Supervisors, particu-
larly its progressive wing — is gone. 
Also leaving City Hall is Sup. Chris 
Daly, a passionate and calculating 
progressive leader whose over-the-
top antics caused a popular backlash 
against the movement.

In a way, Newsom and Daly 
were perfect foils for one another, 
caustic adversaries who often reduced 
one another to two-dimensional 

caricatures of themselves. But they 
were each strongly driven by rival 
ideologies and political priorities, 
despite Newsom’s rhetorical efforts 
to turn “ideology” into a dirty word 
applied only to his opponents.

“This year represents a chang-
ing of the guard, a transition,” Chiu 
said, pledging to continue pushing 
for progressive reforms, only with 
a more conciliatory approach, a 
theme also sounded by Sups. Eric 
Mar and Jane Kim, who each broke 
with their progressive colleagues to 
support Chiu over rival presidential 
nominee Sup. John Avalos.

“I will always support poli-

cies that will make our city more 
equitable and just,” Kim said after 
being sworn in to replace Daly, 
although she also made a claim 
about the new board with which 
her predecessor probably wouldn’t 
agree: “I think we have a lot more 
in common than we don’t.”

With a focus on diversity and 
compromise, “respect and camara-
derie,” Mar said, “I think this new 
board represents the evolution of 
the progressive movement in San 
Francisco.”

If indeed City Hall is enjoying a 
“Kumbaya” moment, the path to 

this point was marred by back-
room deal-making and old-school 
power politics, much of it engi-
neered by a pair of figures from 
the previous era who are by no 
means progressives: former Mayor 
Willie Brown and Rose Pak, head 
of the Chinatown Chamber of 
Commerce.

Pak was seated front and center 
— literally and figuratively — dur-
ing the board’s Jan. 7 vote for Lee 
and its Jan. � vote for Chiu, fol-
lowing media reports that it was 
she and Brown who persuaded Lee 
to take the job and city leaders 

Power and pragmatism

Among those attending a Jan. 7 dinner in Chinatown honoring Sup. Jane Kim were (clockwise 
from left) former Mayor Willie Brown, Police Chief-turned-D.A. George Gascón, an unidentified 
woman, Kim, Board President David Chiu, and influential mayoral Chief-of-Staff Steve Kawa.
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(particularly Newsom, Chiu, and 
outgoing Sups. Bevan Dufty and 
Sophie Maxwell) to give it to him.

It all seemed sneaky and 
unsettling to board progressives, 
who questioned what kind of 
secret deal had been cut, even as 
they voiced their respect for Lee’s 
progressive roots and long history 
of service to the city. The sense 
that something unseemly was hap-
pening was exacerbated on Jan. 4 
when Dufty abandoned a pledge 
of support for Sheriff Michael 
Hennessey — who five progressive 
supervisors supported for interim 
mayor — and left the meeting to 
confer with the Mayor’s Office 
before returning to announce his 
support for Lee.

Sups. David Campos, Ross 
Mirkarimi, and Avalos pleaded 
with their colleagues for time to at 
least talk with Lee, who was travel-
ing in China since he reportedly 
changed his mind about wanting 
the interim mayor job. Maxwell 
was the only Lee supporter in the 
6-5 vote for delaying the interim 
mayor item by a few days so the 
supervisors could speak with Lee 
by phone.

Pak and other Chinatown 
leaders put together a strong show 
of force by the Chinese American 
community at that Jan. 7 meet-
ing, where the board voted 10-1 
for Lee, with only Daly in dissent. 
Afterward, some of Lee’s strongest 
supporters — including the Rev. 
Norman Fong and Gordon Chin 
with the Chinatown Community 
Development Center — admitted 
that the process of picking Lee 
was f lawed.

“Part of the problem was Ed’s 
because he couldn’t make up his 
mind. The process was bad,” Fong 
told the Guardian after the vote. 
Although Fong said he knows Lee 
to be a strong and trustworthy 
progressive, he admitted that the 
way it went down raised questions: 
“Some people were concerned 
about who he’ll listen to.”

Specifically, the concern is 
that Lee will be unduly inf luenced 
Brown and Pak, who each represent 
corporate clients whose interests 
are often at odds with those of the 
general public. And both operate 
behind the scenes and play a kind of 
political hardball that runs contrary 
to progressive values on openness, 
inclusion, and accountability.

“If there is a phone call from 

Willie Brown to Rose Pak, Ed 
Lee is going to go along with it,” 
predicted a knowledgeable source 
who has worked closely with all 
three, recalling the way they did 
business during Brown’s mayoral 
administration. “There was no real 
discussion of issues. The fix was 
always in.”

But Pak insisted that there was 
nothing wrong with the process of 
selecting Lee, and that all concerns 
about the nomination were driven 
by anti-Asian racism. “You have a 
plantation mentality,” Pak told the 
Guardian as she held court in front 
of a crowded press box before the 
Jan. 8 meeting. “The Bay Guardian 
has never given people of color a 
fair shot.”

While Newsom, Chiu, and 
Pak-allied political consultant 
David Ho all insisted “there was 
no deal” to win support for Lee, 
Pak seemed to revel in the high-
profile role she played, with Bay 
Citizen reporter Gerry Shih label-
ing her “boastful” in his Jan. 6 
article “Behind-The-Scenes Power 
Politics: The Making of Ed Lee,” 
which ran the next day in The New 
York Times.

“This was finally our moment 
to make the first Chinese mayor of 
a major city,” Pak reportedly told 
Shih. “How could you let that slip 
by?”

Chiu downplayed Pak’s inf lu-
ence, telling the Guardian that Lee 
was his top choice since November, 
and telling his colleagues before 
the Jan. 7 vote, “Ed is someone 
who does represent our shared 
progressive values.” But he also 
made it clear that helping the city’s 
progressive movement wasn’t what 
drove his decision.

“This is a decision beyond who 
were are as progressives and who 
we are as moderates. It’s about who 
we are as San Franciscans,” Chiu 
said. “This is a historic moment for 
the Chinese-American commu-
nity,” calling it “a community that 
has struggled, a community that 
has seen discrimination.”

The next day, shortly after 
being elected to a second term as 
board president, Chiu acknowl-
edged the “very real differences” 
in ideology among the supervisors, 
“but leadership is about work-
ing through those differences.” 
Ultimately, he said, “none of us 
were voted into office to take posi-
tions. We were voted into office to 
get things done.” 2

Mayor
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By Rebecca Bowe
rebeccab@sfbg.com

 When the 
University of California Board 
of Regents met Nov. 17, 2010 to 
approve an 8 percent tuition hike, 
roughly 300 UC students who 
were furious about the decision 
converged outside the University 
of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF) campus at Mission Bay to 
rally in opposition, some traveling 
from as far away as Los Angeles.

“We had been organizing with 
all the campuses to get students to 
come up because we really wanted 
to be there to let them know that 
it’s not what we want, and it’s 
something they can’t just get away 
with doing year after year,” said 
UC Student Association President 
Claudia Magana. The protests 
were raucous, and police cracked 
down by discharging pepper spray 
and making 13 arrests.

Despite the palpable fury 
outside and impassioned stu-
dent opposition delivered to the 
Regents inside, the 8 percent fee 
increase was approved. It came on 
the heels of a 32 percent tuition 
increase imposed the year before, 
and the price was ratcheted up 
by 9 percent and 7 percent in the 
years prior to that.

The tuition hikes were steep, 
but hardly new. Indeed, the cost 
of attending UC schools has been 
rising steadily for quite a while. 
According to a study by economist 
Peter Donohue, student tuition 
and fees increased 277 percent 

from 1990-91 to 2008-09, and 
that was prior to the 40 percent 
increase that followed. That trend 
is repeated in rising costs at the 
California State University and 
California Community College 
systems (See “Access Denied,” 
April 6, 2010).

Student protesters have sought 
to make it clear that their outrage 
isn’t rooted in selfish unwilling-
ness to shell out more money, but 
instead is linked to a broader con-
cern about privatization and the 
increasingly limited accessibility 
of public education.

Magana expressed concern 
that the climbing cost of instruc-
tion at UC, though still a relative 
bargain compared with private 
institutions, would ultimately start 
to affect who could and couldn’t 
attain higher education through 
the public university system. The 
question isn’t limited to UC — 
tuition is increasing at public and 
private colleges across the board, 
and as income inequality sharp-
ens, more students seek higher 
education.

“Students will always pay to 
be here,” she noted. “The issue is 
going to be, which students are 
here? That’s really the big problem 
— the huge class issue that’s going 
to come up. Although there are 
some forms of support for low-
income students, it’s not easy.”

Rising costs at UC mirror the 
upward trend at private non-
profit and for-profit postsecond-

ary institutions nationwide, and 
those higher prices have triggered 
a dramatic increase in student 
borrowing. While students from 
low- or medium-income families 
can access higher education at any 
institution they’re admitted to as 
long as they’re willing to take out 
significant sums in student loans, 
many find themselves at a serious 
disadvantage once they have to 
start repaying their debt.

A study conducted by the 
Public Interest Research Group 
(PIRG) noted that hefty debt 
burdens often dissuade graduates 
from pursuing careers in teaching, 
social work, the nonprofit sector, 
or other low-paying occupations 

that foster social justice. PIRG 
found that 23 percent of public 
four-year college grads and 38 
percent of private four-year college 
grads were saddled with too much 
debt to manage paying back stu-
dent loans on a starting teacher’s 
salary.

For students pursuing careers 
as social workers, the economic 
bind looked even worse: 37 per-
cent of public school grads and 
55 percent of private school grads 
with student loans wouldn’t be 
able to manage repayment with 
starting salaries in that field, the 
study concluded.

“Because students with lower 
incomes are more dependent 

on student loans than higher 
income students, students who 
already face significant challenges 
to attending college will more 
strongly feel the effect of loan 
debt on career choice,” the report 
points out.

“It’s a serious problem for so 
many young people to be starting 
out their working life so deep in 
debt,” said Edie Irons, spokesper-
son for The Institute on College 
Access and Success (TICAS), an 
Oakland-based research organiza-
tion. “It really does limit people’s 
ability to take advantage of the 
opportunities education is sup-
posed to provide. In concrete 

In the red

Students protest cuts to education at a March 4, 2010 protest in San Francisco. 
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terms, it can make it really hard to 
buy a house, or start a business, or 
start a family, or go back to grad 
school, or to save for retirement 
or your own children’s education. 
And that’s all assuming you can 
keep up with the payments.”

Student loan debt has intensi-
fied over the past two decades. 
In 1993, just one third of all 
four-year college students gradu-
ated with debt, owing on average 
slightly more than $9,000, accord-
ing to PIRG.

Today, the majority of college 
students take out loans to finance 
their education. Around 62 per-
cent of public university students 
graduate with student loans, as do 
72 percent of students attending 
private nonprofit institutions, and 
96 percent of students attend-
ing for-profit institutions such 
as the University of Phoenix or 
the Academy of Art University, 
according to TICAS. Nationally, 
students graduate owing an aver-
age of $24,000, not counting debt 
associated with advanced degrees.

While young people must 

invest more than ever before 
to obtain higher education, the 
return on investment isn’t show-
ing signs of improvement. The 
expected median income for UC 
graduates has stayed the same over 
the last decade, even as the cost of 
tuition has ballooned.

What’s more, says Bob 
Meister, president of the Council 
of UC Faculty Associations and 
professor of Political and Social 
Thought at UC Santa Cruz, is 
that an estimated 40 percent of 
public university students enter-
ing the workforce will either be 
unable to find a job, or will land 
in a lower-paying job that doesn’t 
require a college degree.

“For college graduates under 
25, the unemployment rate is 
nearly as high as the national 
unemployment rate,” around 10 
percent, Meister notes. “Over the 
past decade, what’s happened is 
that the median hasn’t risen. The 
top has risen very fast, and the 
bottom has fallen.”

There’s no doubt that dimin-
ished state funding is affecting 
California’s public universities.

“A lot of departments are 
being eliminated, and a lot of 
professors who are really amazing 
are leaving to other universities,” 
Magana says. “And the waiting 
lists for classes are just ridiculous.” 
Academic goals are being com-
promised — for example, students 
had to abandon their push for an 
ethnic studies program at UCSC, 
she added, because the American 
studies department that would 
have partially supported it was 
slashed.

While diminished public 
funding has been used to explain 
the need to raise tuition, Meister 
has published numerous essays 
suggesting that the root cause of 
rising tuition costs at UC goes 
deeper than that, and he has gone 
so far as to publicly encourage stu-
dents not to accept higher tuition 
without first demanding financial 
information.

Meister previously served on 
the UC budget committee and has 
observed the institution’s evolv-
ing financial policies for years. 
He doesn’t seem surprised that 
tuition is going up, regardless 
of what condition the economy 

Debt
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is in or what amount of public 
funding is available because, as 
he puts it, “the universities will 
cost as much as they can.” UC 
had long sought to boost revenue 
by raising tuition, he noted, yet 
its leaders feared a rollback in 
state funding in response. But 
that changed under Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who agreed to 
increase state support only on con-
dition of that UC in turn require 
students to contribute more.

Around the same time that 
Schwarzenegger provided this 
new incentive to raise tuition, UC 
pooled its various revenue streams 
into a consolidated general rev-
enue fund, Meister said, a depar-
ture from the old way of keeping 
separate accounts. This new fund, 
which included all non-state 
revenue and funding that wasn’t 
legally required to be used for 
certain purposes, could be pledged 
entirely as collateral for bonds for 
new construction projects, greatly 
increasing the institution’s bor-
rowing power and boosting its 

revenue with the addition of new 
facilities.

To maintain its stellar bond 
rating, UC had to ensure an 
increase in revenues, according 
to Meister’s explanation, and to 
do that, UC ratcheted up the one 
source of revenue it had full con-
trol over: tuition. Meister laid bare 
this financial play in a 2009 open 
letter to students, titled “They 
Pledged Your Tuition.” Since 
it was published, a small corps 
of student activists has become 
deeply engaged in studying cam-
pus finance documents and airing 
criticism of financial policies.

Just before the Nov. 17 protests 
at UCSF Mission Bay, Meister 
published another open letter, this 
one addressed to UC President 
Mark Yudof. This one contem-
plated, “Why they think they 
can increase revenues regardless 
of how fast the economy grows 
... and regardless of whether the 
income of graduates is stagnant.”

His answer is somewhat sur-
prising: “Their ability to raise 
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tuition is a function of the growth 
of income inequality,” he told the 
Guardian. In the letter, Meister 
charges, “In the 21st century, 
when almost all income growth 
has been in the top 1 to 2 percent 
of California’s population, UC is 
still marketing income inequality 
to students as its most impor-
tant product. It now expects all 
students to pay more for an ever-
shrinking chance of reaping the 
ever-growing rewards that our 
economy makes available to the 
few. Your plan to increase revenue 
through tuition growth is feasible, 
of course, only because the federal 
government still allows students 
to borrow more for education 
despite the greater likelihood 
that they will not be able to repay 
— student loans may be the last 
form of subprime credit available 
in our economy.”

His theory highlights a para-
dox. “Being in the have-not cat-
egory is increasingly worse,” he 
explains, “and so they are willing 
to take on more debt, which actu-
ally dampens their prospects for 

income growth.”
The question now is what will 

happen under Gov. Jerry Brown, 
who is likely to take a different 
stance toward rising tuition than 

Schwarzenegger but nonetheless 
is expected to unveil harsh cuts 
to education as a way to address a 
$26 billion budget deficit.

In a recent interview with the 
San Francisco Chronicle, UC 
Regent Richard Blum indicated 

that it probably would not be fea-
sible to raise tuition again, so the 
message was that students should 
brace for more cuts to education.

When Brown unveiled his 
proposed budget on Jan. 10, he 
announced further cuts to higher 
education in California to balance 
the state budget. Brown’s revised 
2010-11 budget decreases the state 
funding for UC, CSU, the com-
munity college system, and other 
higher education programs by $1.7 
billion for the 2011-12 budget. 
The UC system would take a 13.3 
percent hit in general fund sup-
port; the proposed cut to the CSU 
system is 12.5 percent; and the 
community college system would 
be cut by 6.9 percent.

Brown, who also wants to hold 
a special election to ask voters to 
maintain the current level of tax 
rates for income, sales, and vehicle 
license taxes for five years rather 
than let them expire later this 
year, expressed regret about mak-
ing cuts to higher education. But 
he emphasized the need to make 
tough decisions in the face of a 
bleak financial outlook, saying, 
“We need to face the music.” 2

Debt
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By Caitlin Donohue
caitlin@sfbg.com

 Of course, 
you could just stop paying for school 
all together. Instead of putting their 
hopes for the future of education 
behind state reinvestment in univer-
sity systems, a group of SF radical 
intellectuals are seeking to revamp 
the definition of learning by intro-
ducing the Free University of San 
Francisco. The nascent institution 
holds its first teach-in Feb. 5-6.

“Education is revolution,” says 
the incubator of the Free University, 
writer and poet Alan Kaufman. This 
ain’t Kaufman’s first rodeo. In 2004, 
while an instructor at SF’s Academy 
of Art University, he organized a stu-
dent walk-out to protest the school’s 
violations of free speech rights. 
Employed through a temporary con-
tract with the academy, Kaufman was 
not hired back the next term.

For him, it was a wake-up call 
that the current university system 
was teaching for the wrong rea-
sons, not the least of which was the 
hefty price tag for classes that left 
his pupils in poverty. One student, 
he said in a recent phone interview 
with SFBG, had been “starving 
before my eyes, surviving on Ramen 
Noodle Cups” — all she could afford 
on top of tuition fees. He gave her 
$60 for food. But it wasn’t enough. 
Something had to be done.

When asked what he thinks the 
point of education is, Kaufman bare-
ly hesitates. “Liberation, freedom.” 

The current trends of privatization 
in public colleges, coupled with 
soaring school fees that far outpace 
students’ budgets, is symptomatic 
of a system that, as he prettily puts 
it, “funnels hearts and minds into 
narrowing corridors of survival. 
Creating profits for the university 
— that is the end game.”

He’s not the only person who 
thinks so. Kaufman and other Free 
University supporters have organized 
a teach-in next month that will 
feature college-level lectures from 

leading Bay Area artists and intel-
lectuals, including Beat poet and 
SF poet laureate Diane Did Prima, 
former president of the Board of 
Supervisors Matt Gonzalez, and 
Pirate Radio’s Diamond Dave 
Whitaker. The courses are no-
credit, but the event is a symbol that 
the current educational system isn’t 
fulfilling some basic student needs. 
Instructors will teach on subjects 
that range from 19th-century poetry 
to natural geography.

Eventually Kaufman he envisions 
an “actual mobile university” capable 
of bringing the possibility of a col-
lege education to places where such a 
thing might be considered unattain-
able. And it wouldn’t just be benefi-
cial to students. Guest faculty could 
experience “a kind of cleansing,” a 
temporary return to their original 
ideal of academia.

Of course, there are a few 
— ahem — challenges involved in 
starting a school that has no tuition, 
teacher salaries, or even monetary 

donors (Kaufman says the Free 
University will accept gifts in the 
form of books or other resources, but 
no cash). University supporters have 
decided to eschew accreditation for 
now and true to Kaufman’s nomadic 
vision of the school, no location for 
classes has been set. First the teach-
in, Kaufman says, and based on feed-
back, the consensus-based, hierarchy-
free project will take it from there. 
The idea of the Free University, it 
would seem, is the thing for now.

It’s been done before. In the 
wake of the French Revolution, 
France established its Grandes Écoles 
system, a 250-school system that 
remains for the large part, tuition-
free. The East Bay Free Skool is one 
outlet in the Bay that offers skill 
training, gratis. So for all the pie-in-
the-sky idealism involved, perhaps 

the true test of the Free University of 
San Francisco won’t be its creation at 
all — crazy things have happened, 
haven’t they? Instead, it may be the 
extent that humanist students can 
steel a harsh economic climate that 
tends to reward monetarily-driven 
educations.

So why would a student chuck 
their pursuit of an accredited degree 
to participate in an uncertain radical-
ization of education? “Would it have 
practical application in a corporatized 
universe? Good question!” Kaufman 
chuckles. He launches into a torrid 
Marxist prediction: that our patently 
unfair education system cannot stand. 
“The system must be changed. When 
the pain is bad enough, people start 
to change.” 2

Revolution 101

At a meeting in December at community art space Viracocha, members of the radical intellectual 
community sat down to discuss founding the Free University of San Francisco. | 
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By Caitlin Donohue
caitlin@sfbg.com

 “People 
are very confused about what’s 
safe to eat as far as mollusks 
go.” Champion monkeyface eel 
angler Kirk Lombard offhand-
edly throws the remark out 
at his “find your own marine 
sustenance” primer offered by 
DIY food cabal ForageSF. For 
a moment I panic. My mercury 
levels! But then I remember: I’m 
on his San Francisco fishing tour 
because I have never, not once, 
even thought to harvest the bay’s 
bounty on my own.

Isn’t life in the city just 
like that? You never get out to 
Alcatraz, you never hit up Muir 
Woods — they sit there trying 
to catch your eye and you shuff le 
past, going about your routine. It’s 
easy to duck the pressure of actu-
ally making the most of what the 
Bay Area has to offer.

But it’s 2011 (only one year 
left till the end of the world!) and 
you need to get out there. Back to 
Kirk Lombard, who is gesturing 
to the rocky edge of the Marina 
Green, where on a good day you 
can find limpets and turban snails 
adhering to, and rockfish dart-
ing amid, the boulders. “You have 
to pound the shit out of them to 
make them tender enough to eat,” 
he counsels. This referring to chi-
tons, shellfish resembling centi-
pedes that are plentiful in the Bay 
Area and can be popped off rocks 
to be enjoyed.

Lombard’s class is an example 
of the utility of local expertise. 
At the tail end of many years 
with the Department of Fish and 
Game surveying the catch of Bay 
Area fishermen, he is also the cre-
ator of a blog (monkeyfacenews.
typepad.com) that makes me wish 
I fished, which I must say has 
never happened before.

Other things that can be 
caught and eaten around these 
parts include the tiny, perfect-
as-salad-topping limpet, the hid-
eously ugly but reportedly nutri-
tious cabazon fish, monkeyface 
eels (thrilling to hear Lombard 
discuss his record-holding pursuit 

of them) and California and blue 
mussels. Of these last two you 
are only allowed to harvest 10 
pounds per day, an astonishing 
rule that seems to imply that the 
Department of Fish and Game 
thinks I am much more patient 
and capable than I really am.

Lombard’s walks take partici-
pants out on the windy, discon-
certingly cold spit of land near 
the wave organ on the Marina 
Green. Our group of 12 meanders 
after him as he enthusiastically 
answers questions about feeding 
oneself on the seaweed and fish-
ies of the bay. Lombard himself 
hasn’t bought fish in years and 
tends to focus on smaller, quicker 
to mature species that are dif-
ficult to overfish. “I’ve found 
myself really embracing the smelt 
family,” he ref lects.

Having graduated from his 
one-time course, do I now stuff 
my rod in my Chrome bag every 
day before I leave the house? Are 
we munching monkeyface all the 
live-long day? Well no. But the 
beauty of Lombard’s tours, and 
the following SF classes, isn’t that 
they will revamp your life in one 
fell curricular swoop. It’s that they 
just might open your eyes to a 
little more atmosphere, from mus-
sels to mushrooms, architecture to 
enlightenment.

All hail the Mycological Society 
of San Francisco! Now more than 
60 years old, the mushroom lov-
ers club focuses on expanding the 
community’s knowledge of our 
fungal friends — from the tastes 
and nutrition they provide to their 
scientific and aesthetic qualities. 
You can drop in on one of its 
potluck gatherings or beyond-
informative Fungus Fairs, but 
why not start from the beginning? 
The society regularly conducts 
forays into nature to teach wan-
nabe mycologists how and what 
to look for when they’re tracking 
toadstools in the moist corners of 
the Bay Area — which, due to its 

Local bounty
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FUTURE. TODAY.
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Take the fi rst step. Today.

Teaching With a Cultural Eye
Relationships are the key to student success.
Today’s educators need to successfully interact with students, parents, and colleagues 
from diverse backgrounds.

Teaching With a Cultural Eye is a 2-day institute for new or experienced educators seeking 
equity in their classrooms.  Gain knowledge, skills, and tools to build learning partnerships
with your students through formative assessments and cultural competence. 

For more information or to register, visit
www.NationalEquityProject.org
or call Sara Brown at 510.208.0160 x315

March 4-5, 2011 Oakland, CA
$750 registration fee includes meals and resources.  
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Mention Bay Guardian/11
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www.treefrogtreks.com
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temperate climate, happens to be a 
superlative spot to find them.

What is even more soothing 
than taking a class amid the 
community-building rows of 
plants at Hayes Valley Farm? 
Try taking a class on how to 
use those very fruits and veg-
gies (or seasonal varietals like 
them) toward more robust bodily 
health. It’s part of a four-class 
series, but you can attend indi-
vidual sessions — this upcoming 
one focuses on lower intestinal 
health, where 70 percent of your 
immune system lives.

Of course, all this seeking and 
searching — it’s the new year 
and all, but don’tcha know that 
desire is the root of all ignorant, 
pig-headed maleficence? You’d 

know that if you were Zen, see. 
But grasp no further. The SF Zen 
Center has been in the practice 
of expanding minds — often for 
cheap or free — for years. Take 
one of their friendly entry-level 
courses in meditation and all that 
new ksanti (patience) is sure to 
lead to some prajna (wisdom). 
Guest student courses offer amaz-
ing rates for meditation, lodging, 
and meals.

You gotta suppose that after draw-
ing your city in intimate detail, 
you’d see a little more of it. A 
gable, a funky load-bearing pole. 
Maybe we just don’t hang and 
stare at walls enough. Or maybe 
not, but anyway this no-credit 
City College class taught by artist 
Jacqueline Ruben explores some of 
SF’s more artistically fertile nooks 
and crannies, teaching you draw-
ing style to boot.

2

Champion monkeyface eel angler Kirk Lombard shows ForageSF 
students the glory of the urban fishing net: “I just want to take a 
brief moment to show you something that’s really cool.”
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By Rebecca Bowe
rebeccab@sfbg.com

 Student 
loans are a very special kind of 
debt. Like an armored car or 
an airplane’s black box, they are 
practically indestructible. While 
a person could sign up for a credit 
card, max it out on luxury items, 
and then wriggle off the hook of 
repayment by filing for bankruptcy, 
this escape hatch is blocked when 
it comes to taking out a nondis-
chargeable student loan. Like tat-
toos, they stick to a borrower for 
life — or at least, until they are 
repaid.

“It’s almost impossible to dis-
charge this debt in bankruptcy,” 
says Edie Irons, communications 
director for Oakland-based The 
Institute for College Access and 
Success (TICAS). “When you 
make that investment in a home, 
you have collateral, and you can use 
that asset. But when you invest in 
education, it’s not a guarantee. And 
if you can’t make those payments, 

the cost of collection can be pretty 
dear. They can garnish your wages. 
They can take your Social Security, 
your tax refunds. For federal loans, 
they have a lot of pretty scary pow-
ers of collection.”

Fortunately for those borrowers 
facing insurmountable debt, a few 
options (aside from feigning one’s 
own death) do exist for reducing, 
if not eliminating, the burden of 
student loans.

Volunteer opportunities 
through AmeriCorps, the Peace 
Corps, and Volunteers in Service 
to America (VISTA) provide sti-
pends and money that can be put 
toward loan repayment in exchange 
for service. Graduates who serve 
through AmeriCorps (www.
americorps.gov) for one year can 
receive up to $7,400 in stipends 
plus $4,725 toward loan repayment. 
Peace Corps volunteers can apply 
for deferment of Stafford, Perkins, 
and consolidation loans, and may 
receive cancellation of their Perkins 
Loans at a rate of 15 percent per 
year. Graduates volunteering with 

Debt-defying futures
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BEER HOLSTERS FROM
brewholstercult.com
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BREW YEAR!
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Nail Care 400 hrs- F/T 
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Mens ............................ $5
Womens ...................... $7
Manicure ..................... $5
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a nonprofit through VISTA can 
receive $4,725 for 1,700 hours of 
service.

Students who opt to become 
teachers in elementary or secondary 
schools serving students from low-
income families can have portions 
of their Perkins Loan forgiven at 
increasing rates over the first five 
years of teaching, and members 
of the Teach for America corps 
program are eligible to receive 
a $5,350 award for each year of 
teaching plus postponed loan 
repayment with interest paid.

Two recently created programs 
also broaden the options for gradu-
ates facing insurmountable loan 
debt. The federal Income-Based 
Repayment (IBR) program is a new 
payment option for federal loans for 
borrowers who have enough debt 
relative to income to qualify for a 
reduced payment. Borrowers who 
earn less than 150 percent of the 
poverty level (that’s $16,245 for an 
individual) pay nothing; those who 
earn more can have loan payments 
capped at 15 percent of whatever 
they earn above that amount and 
forgiven entirely after 25 years of 
payments.

The Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness programs offer debt 
forgiveness for graduates entering 
certain fields. According to the 
program website (www.ibrinfo.
org), eligible borrowers are people 
employed in nonprofit, 501(c)(3) 
organizations and people who work 
for federal, state, local, or tribal 
government. The program forgives 
remaining student loan debt on 
most federal loans after 10 years of 
eligible employment and qualify-
ing loan payments. Law students 
entering public service can learn 
more about this program and oth-
ers through Equal Justice Works 
(www.equaljusticeworks.org).

While these options may offer 
a boost for borrowers with federal 
student loans, those with private 
loan debt may not be as lucky. 
Irons notes that TICAS is engaged 
in efforts to encourage legislators 
in Washington to consider treating 
private loans “more like other con-
sumer debt rather than this extra 
harsh treatment.”

“We want to see that changed,” 
she said. “People who are playing 
by the rules shouldn’t be punished 
when things go horribly wrong for 
them. Right now, there’s almost no 
way out of private loan debt.” 2



20 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  |  SFBG.COM  |  independent, locally-owned  |  January 12 - 18, 2011

20forgive

WWW.ATLASCAFE.NET3049 20TH ST.  •  415.648.1047

ORGANIC COFFEE, DELICIOUS FOOD,OUTDOOR PATIO, LIVE BLUEGRASS THURSDAYS

BEST OF THE BAY WINNER

3499 16th St. @ Sanchez
San Francisco 415.626.1700

www.tangerinsf.com
tangerine fans      tangerine_sf

Thrifty Thursday

(Excluding Holidays)

�

By Paul Reidinger
paulr@sfbg.com

 When Michael Mina closed 
his eponymous restau-

rant in Union Square 
last year, I did not 
mourn. I had visited 
the place early in its 

run, toward the end of 
the summer of 2004, and felt as if I’d 
been seated inside a giant pillowcase, 
with awkward ergonomics and over 
fussy food — good food, of course, 
but expensive and show-offy. The 
desire — I might say the lust — of 
human beings to leave their mark on 
the world, whether by making rivers 
run backward or carving radishes 
into rose blooms, is a constant, for 
better or worse, and one notes its 
manifestations with wary neutral-
ity. But as a philosophical matter I 
subscribe to the Alice Waters school 
of letting foods speak in their own 
voices instead of turning them into 
chefly statements, and in this sense 
a certain sort of high-style cooking 
poses issues for me.

In October, Michael Mina 
reopened in the old Aqua space, 
and a circle was closed, since Mina 
had been Aqua’s chef for a decade, 
through the �990s and into the new 
millennium. How, I wondered, did 
they actually move the restaurant? 

Did they pack it into moving vans 
and speed off in the middle of the 
night, the way the Baltimore Colts 
did in �984? However the move 
was accomplished, it was well worth 
making. The new space, while vault-
like, is softened by curvature of the 
spine; it’s also quiet enough for com-
fortable conversation even when full. 
The ergonomics are much improved.

And the food? Well, Mina still 
likes his f lights, his arrays of one- or 
two-bite treats, but the general tone 
of things is more muscular — an 
amuse-bouche of beluga-lentil soup, 
say, served in a demitasse with a 
small square of grilled-cheese sand-
wich on the side — and at times 
even rustic, as with the baskets of 
grilled levain to be spread with 
ricotta cheese enhanced by honey 
and pepper.

The smaller courses are mostly 
wondrous. A platter of hors d’oeuvres 
($�6/person) was a blitzkrieg of sen-
sory experience, including a sublime 
crab fritter nested in a lettuce cup, 
a small filet of cured ocean trout 
propped on a mini-blini, a sensuous 
round of blood-red steak tartare, and 
(tasting mainly of fat), a foie gras 
“pb&j” with a buckwheat cake and 
huckleberry preserves.

The spell did weaken some with 
the main courses; a “five seas” tast-

ing of Japanese fish ($42) could have 
been an appetizer plate, as could a 
duo of crispy fish ($39). A frenched 
rack of Prather Ranch lamb ($39), on 
the other hand, offered real ooomph, 
although views were divided about 
the niçoise-style fregola pasta, mixed 
with shreds of lamb osso buco served 
in an elegant little pot on the side — 
too rustic and not part of the greater 
whole? Maybe, but I liked it anyway.

Although the eagle-eyed will note 
that Michael Mina’s prices are top-
tier, I hesitate to describe the restau-
rant as a haven for the rich, if only 
because an experience there is actual-
ly available to people whose incomes 
don’t reach past the payroll-tax cap. 
I have no issue with the rich per se 
— they, like the poor, will be with us 
always — but I feel no special urge to 
worship them or their achievements. 
I leave that task to them, since they 
seem to be well-equipped for it.

It is a writer’s job to afflict the 
comfortable and complacent, and so a 
few weeks ago I noted the absurdity 
of Senate Republicans’ waging all-out 
legislative war to extend the so-called 
Bush tax cuts on adjusted incomes 
over $250,000 when doing so 
requires us to borrow yet more money 
from foreign creditors, chief among 
them China. This brief noting of the 
obvious occasioned a hail of furious, 
invective-laden email — “cheesy,” 

“socialist” — hurled by web trolls 
from as far afield as Cape Cod.

I recognize such outbursts of 
right-wing media thugs because I’ve 
seen them before. In October 2008, 
when I dared to mention other obvi-
ous absurdities — Sarah Palin, our 
antediluvian Cuba policy — abuse 
also poured in from afar and I was 
even denounced by noted high 
school graduate James Taranto in the 
politics blog he writes for The Wall 
Street Journal. The wing nuts of the 
right perceive, I guess, that tax cuts 
for the rich — following bail-outs for 
reckless Wall Streeters — are politi-
cally touchy in a time when the fed-
eral deficit has become an aneurysm. 
They believe that media intimida-
tion, even of small fry like me, is 
always worth a try. And plainly they 
believe that the next presidential 
campaign is already on. There, I 
agree with them. 2

Homecoming

food + drink Michael Mina’s new downtown digs have 
brought new life to his dishes, including one 

below of pork belly with geoduck salad.
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By L.E. Leone
le.chicken.farmer@gmail.com

 This isn’t a meta-
phor. There was an 

actual patty of dog 
barf on the off-
white carpet at the 
foot of the bed in 

the master bedroom, 
Coach’s dad’s house, San Diego, 
California, U.S.A., Earth, my 
life. Coach and Cola were stand-
ing outside the room on the deck, 
looking down at the chicken coop. 
Our instructions were to kill the 
roosters, do what we want with the 
hens, and please leave the bunny 
rabbit and dog alone.

The bunny lived in the chicken 
coop.

Lucy, the dog, a cuddly, ener-
getic Boston terrier with a sado-
masochistic streak (her favorite 
thing in the world is to be blasted 
in the face with water, or a basket-
ball), lived of course in the house.

“Coach?” I said. “Cola? Is this 
dog barf?”

“What? Where?” they said, 
coming back inside. I was look-
ing down at it. Lucy was panting 
next to me, and the basketball was 
between us. Ever since we’d come 
into the house — ours for the week 
— and dumped our stuff, Lucy 
had been rolling this basketball 
after me. That’s because a couple 
days before when I had first made 
her acquaintance, I’d spent hours 
kicking it in the driveway with her. 
In a way we were a match made 
in heaven, both insatiable athletes 
with an aptitude for taking a beat-
ing. The difference: she loves it.

For one moment, the last 
peaceful one I have known, we 
four mammals and our basketball 
made a perfect circle of quiet con-
templation around this centerpiece 
of barf. In all honesty, I began to 
think it might be a cookie, perhaps 
even oatmeal raisin, and broke the 
silence.

“Wait a minute,” I said.
And just as I bent down to get a 

better look, as lucklessness or canine 
cruelty would have it, Lucy nudged 
the ball with her short-bus nose.

Did you hear me scream?
I’m still screaming, in a way. 

And that orange-world bounce 
bounce will forever, in my mind, 
be rolling slow-motion toward, 
onto, and over this cookie of barf, 
or cookie.

It wasn’t a cookie. It was puke, 
now half-smashed into the carpet, 
and sort of decaled onto the over-
turned underside of the ball. Why 
this image affected me as deeply 
as it did, I can’t say. But I clapped 
my hands to my ears, wailing like a 
siren, and staggered backward into 
the bathroom, where I collapsed 
onto the edge of the Jacuzzi and 
just generally lost it.

Which overreaction my human 
companions found hilarious. 
Howling herself, but with laugh-
ter, Cola followed me into the 
bathroom. Anyway she had had 
to pee the whole way down from 
Oceanside. So she was laughing on 
the can, and I was crying on the 
tub, and Coach tossed the puke-
tattooed basketball outside over the 
deck and into the great chickeny 
unknown, then joined us in there.

“What the hell?” she said.
I didn’t know. I didn’t know 

what the hell. You have these 
moments, you know, where some-
thing shifts a little inside, and you 
suddenly can’t imagine how in the 
world you got where you are, or 
how the hell you will get back out 
of it.

Almost always, a bath is a good 
idea, so I started the tub, had a 
soak, got dressed, and went out for 
the evening with every intention of 
dancing.

We did not dance.
We ate. But I will spare you 

those details, because they’re gross. 
Instead let me tell you about last 
night, back home here, with Papa 
and Pappy, our quarterback and 
center. They had just bought a lot 
of seeds and a big heavy bag of soil, 
and were taking turns lugging it 
the many many city blocks back to 
their place, inner Richmond.

So naturally we stopped for a 
rest (and a bowl of noodles) at the 
highly f luorescent New Hoa Ky 
right there on Geary Street. I liked 
my pho. Papa loved hers. But poor 
Pappy, she only eats us-killed meat, 
and — go figure — the vegetarian 
soup at New Hoa Ky starts with a 
beef broth. Therefore: new favorite 
restaurant! 2

The scream
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WEDNESDAY
January 12
DANCE

“The A.W.A.R.D. Show!”
It had to happen: life imitating 
television. If you’ve ever wanted 
to put your body on the line and 
participate in judging a real-
ity TV dance show, this is your 
opportunity. “The A.W.A.R.D. 
Show!” is a six-city endeavor in 
which 12 local choreographers 
(four per night) get evaluated by 
you and presenters from each 
participating entity. You get to 
vote for one artist each night. 
Each evening’s winner proceeds 
to Saturday’s final, where one 
will walk away with $10,000 
check — chicken feed in televi-
sion land, but a nice chunk for 
choreographers trying to find 
the cash for their next work. 
First on will be Manuelito Biag, 
Liss Fain, Katie Faulkner, and 
Catherine Galasso.  
(Rita Felciano)

Wed/12–Sat/15, 8 p.m., $20
ODC Theater
3153 17th St., SF
(415) 863-9834
www.odctheater.org

THEATER

Clue
Who killed Mr. Boddy? Was it 
Mrs. Peacock in the conserva-
tory with the revolver? Or was 
it Professor Plum in the billiard 
room with the candlestick? Find 

out in Boxcar Theatre’s Clue, 
written and directed by Peter 
Matthews and Nick A. Olivero. 
First a popular board game, 
then a cult classic movie, this 
new version (adapted from the 
1985 film) features a life-size 
board game with the audi-
ence watching six feet above. 
Secret passageways, murderous 
hilarity, and multiple possible 
endings make this whodunnit 
a must-see. Hot tip: get your 
tickets now — presale popular-
ity has been so high that Boxcar 
has already added some perfor-
mances to its run.  
(Emmaly Wiederholt)

Through Feb. 19
Wed.–Fri. 8 p.m.; Sat, 7 and 
10 p.m., $15-$25
Boxcar Playhouse
505 Natoma, SF
(415) 776-1747
www.boxcartheatre.org

THURSDAY
January 13
FIlm

“For Your Consideration: A 
Selection of Oscar Submissions 
from Around the World”
So you’ve been a good little film 
geek and seen all of 2010’s like-
ly Oscar contenders: The King’s 
Speech, The Social Network, Toy 
Story 3, etc. etc. But what about 
those films submitted for Best 
Foreign Language Film consider-
ation that get extremely limited 

stateside releases (if they even 
make here at all)? Though the 
films in the Smith Rafael’s “For 
Your Consideration” series prob-
ably aren’t destined to rake in 
massive box office dollars (see: 
2000’s Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon), they still represent 
what each country felt was wor-
thy of worldwide notice. “For 
Your Consideration” presents a 
handful of hand-picked selec-
tions, including Spain’s Even 
the Rain, starring Gael García 
Bernal as a filmmaker intent on 
making a film about Christopher 
Columbus; Crab Trap, about 
Colombia’s isolated Pacific coast 
community; and Poland’s All 
That I Love, the story of four 
friends who form a punk band 
amid early-1980s Communist 
unrest. (Cheryl Eddy)

Jan. 13–20, $6.75–$10.25
Christopher B. Smith Rafael 
Film Center
1118 Fourth St, San Rafael
(415) 454-1222
www.cafilm.org

PERFORmANCE

Women on the Way Festival
For the next three weeks, 
expect sassy women to please, 
surprise, and shake you during 
the 11th Women on the Way 
Festival. The format pairs new-
comers (for example, Norwegian 
Muslim comedian Shabana 
Rehman), with established art-
ists (like San Francisco poet 
Genny Lim). If you are into mul-

timedia and dance theater, the 
Shotwell Studios are your place 
to go. If dance — more or less 
pure — is your bag, the Garage 
is opening its red door. W.O.W.’s 
Producer Mary Alice Fry, who 
has made a career of spot-
ting new talent, says she was 
delighted to see that so many 
women are working with live 
and often original music. The 
festival’s website, www.ftloose.
org, offers succinct, detailed 
information on the individual 
artists and the work they’ll 
present. (Felciano)

Through Jan. 30, $15–$20
Shotwell Studios
3252-A 19th St., SF
Garage
975 Howard, SF
1-800-838-3006
www.brownpapertickets.com/
producer/5930

EvENT

Bay Area Puma Project
If you’re not sick of cougar jokes 
by now, I feel sorry for you. 
After all, most of the appeal is in 
giving up dominance, and really 
honey, you were never the top 
predator in the first place. Real 
cougars — as in mountain lions 
— are the last large animals 
in California with a substantial 
population, aside from us; their 
habitat covers about half our 
huge state. Join wildcat conser-
vationist Zara McDonald, found-
er of the Felidae Conservation 
Fund, to hear about the first 

major, decade-long study of 
pumas in the Bay Area, efforts 
to protect them, and tips on 
coexisting with these elusive 
cats. Don’t you know 2011 is 
the year of the silver fox, any-
way? (Kat Renz)

7:30–9:00 p.m., free
Randall Museum
199 Museum Way, SF
(415) 225-3830
www.sfns.org

COmEDY

SF Sketchfest
In 2002, I excitedly wrote about 
a brand-new event right here 
in these very pages: the first 
annual San Francisco Sketch 
Comedy Festival, a monthlong 
comedy smorgasbord featur-
ing six local acts. Organizers, 
I wrote, foresaw “a Fringe 
Festival-style expansion 
that will bring comedy to the 
masses for years to come.” 
Well, that totally happened. 
Sketchfest, now in its 10th 
year, is the West Coast’s pre-
miere comedy festival (in your 
face, L.A.), and it annually fea-
tures superstars galore. This 
year’s sure-to-sell-out events 
include a 25th anniversary 
tribute to It’s Garry Shandling’s 
Show, tributes to Murphy 
Brown and Airplane! (1980), 
plus appearances by boldface 
names like James L. Brooks, 
Cloris Leachman, Dan Aykroyd, 
and David Byrne. And yeah, 
there are still some locals in 

the mix: SF native Greg Proops 
pops up in improv show Whose 
Live Anyway?, plus there’ll 
be a reunion show featuring 
the original six sketch groups 
(including Kasper Hauser and 
the Meehan Brothers) who got 
this party started in the first 
place. (Eddy)

Through Feb. 5, $15–$60
Various venues, SF
www.sfsketchfest.com

FRIDAY
January 14
EvENT

“Salute to Supernatural”
In the television graveyard 
of contemporary TV dramas 
centered around vampires, 
werewolves, or horror-
related themes, one of the 
more mainstream ones that 
doesn’t deserve a stake firmly 
implanted in its creators is 
the CW show Supernatural. 
Following the adventures of 
Sam and Dean Winchester, a 
pair of demon-hunting brothers, 
the program has become a hit 
with viewers over the past five 
years. At this weekend’s special 
Supernatural convention, Bay 
Area fans can meet the two lead 
actors, Jensen Ackles and Jared 
Padalecki, along with several 
costars, in addition to listen-
ing to talks, going to themed 
parties, perusing vendors, and 
much more. (Sean McCourt)

4
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(1) Clue (see Wed/12); 
(2) Crab Trap (see 
Thurs/13); (3) Women 
on the Way Festival’s 
Jennifer Mellor Dance 
Project (see Thurs/13); 
(4) Bay Area Puma 
Project (see Thurs/13); 
(5) Supernatural 
(see Fri/14); (6) Norm 
MacDonald (see Fri/14); 
(7) A Brighter Summer 
Day (see Sat/15); (8) 
Corpo/Ilicito: The 
Post Human Society 
(see Sat/15); (9) Elaine 
Bradford’s Designed for 
Trees, Worn By People I 
in “Twist and Crawl” (see 
Tues/18)
Clue photo by peter Liu; 

Jennifer MeLLor Dance 

proJect photo by rick MeLLor; 

DesigneD for Trees photo by 

eLaine braDforD

If you’re not sick of cougar jokes by now, I feel sorry for you.

5 8

7

9

Fri/14, 1–6 p.m.; Sat/15, 
11:30 a.m.–7 p.m.;
Sun/16, 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 
$20–$50
Westin St. Francis
335 Powell, SF
(818) 409-0960
www.creationent.com.

COmEDY

Norm MacDonald
Coming to fame as a cast 
member of Saturday Night 
Live from 1993-98, come-
dian Norm MacDonald made 
his name as the biting host 
of that show’s “Weekend 
Update” segment, along with 
his hilarious impersonations 
of celebrities including Burt 
Reynolds, Bob Dole, and Larry 
King. Though his departure 
from SNL was marred by 
controversy, MacDonald has 
continued to have a successful 
career in show business, punc-
tuated by a variety of movie 
and television roles along with 
several writing gigs. Be pre-
pared for laugh-induced side 
aches — the funnyman comes 
to the Fillmore for two special 
live shows tonight, taping a TV 
special for Comedy Central. 
(McCourt)

7:30 and 10 p.m., $35.25
Fillmore
1805 Geary, SF
(415) 346-6000
www.thefillmore.com

SATURDAY
January 15
FIlm

A Brighter Summer Day
Tender and wise, Edward Yang’s 
A Brighter Summer Day (1991) is 
simply one of the finest histori-
cal dramatizations ever put to 
celluloid, ambitiously propor-
tioned (four hours long, a cast 
of hundreds) but fine-grained in 
the telling. Yang traces Taiwan’s 
tumultuous midcentury history 
in the erring lives of teenag-
ers. Between the deft staging 
of intergenerational conflict, 
Proustian attention to objects, 
and existential portraits of 
alienation, there’s enough mate-
rial here for several filmmaking 
careers. Long inaccessible in the 
U.S., the film has been restored 
by Martin Scorsese’s laudably 
internationalist World Cinema 
Foundation. The Pacific Film 
Archive screens a selection 
of the organization’s recent 
projects throughout the month. 
(Max Goldberg)

6:30 p.m., $9.50
Pacific Film Archive
2575 Bancroft, Berk.
(510) 642-1412
www.bampfa.berkeley.edu

PERFORmANCE

Corpo/Ilicito: The Post Human 
Society
“It’s going to be a very wild 
performance,” performance 

artist Guillermo Gomez-Peña 
told Time Out Chicago about 
his troupe Pocha Nostra’s 
piece Corpo/Illicito. They’ll be 
performing at the closing recep-
tion of SOMArts’ group exhibit, 
“It’s All a Blur,” a reflection on 
empowerment and enfranchise-
ment via the American dream. 
La Pocha Nostra is famed for 
using its performers’ bod-
ies as canvases for its art, so 
get ready for some made-up, 
bound, embellished, and politi-
cally ostentatious artists gone 
wild. As for the exhibit’s more 
static installations, Dale Hoyt’s 
videos and drawings will be 
on view, as will Tony Labat’s 
Blanket Policy, a tent made of 
Goodwill paintings, and Labat’s 
12-foot tall barbeque. To art 
and freshly grilled meat prod-
ucts! (Caitlin Donohue)

SOMArts Cultural Center
934 Brannan, SF
(415) 552-1770
www.somarts.org

mONDAY
January 17
EvENT

“Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Birthday Celebration”
Hooray for MLK! Maybe this 
year we can eschew the sappy 
television specials and get a 
little work done on that old 
dream of his? That’s what’s 
going down at the Yerba Buena 

Gardens, where a daylong cel-
ebration dubbed “Sustaining the 
Dream: Through Community and 
Service” offers free admission 
to the Museum of the African 
Diaspora and the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum. The event also 
features a kid’s reading fest and 
a plethora of local health care 
providers doling out diabetes 
tests, children’s dental screen-
ings, and a passel of other help-
ful services. Once they’ve got 
you feeling good, stick around 
for “King in Five Vignettes” at 
12:15 p.m., music and perfor-
mance dedicated to the man 
with the plan. (Donohue)

9 a.m.–5 p.m., free
Yerba Buena Gardens
Mission between Fourth and 
Third streets., SF
www.norcalmlk.org

TUESDAY
January 18
vISUAl ART

“Twist and Crawl”
The Bay Area is a major 
center for artists with dis-
abilities, thanks to sites such 
as Oakland’s Creative Growth, 
San Francisco’s Creativity 
Explored, and the NIAD Center 
for Art and Disabilities in 
Richmond. Starting from an 
awareness that some major 
names in contemporary art 
work with disabilities, the new 
exhibition “Twist and Crawl” 

brings together work by 14 
artists to bridge gaps and blur 
boundaries between tradition-
ally-acknowledged painters, 
photographers, and sculptors 
and their disabled counter-
parts. “Twist and Crawl,” which 
takes its name from a frenetic 
song by the English Beat, is 
the first installment in a the-
matically arranged three-part 
series organized by artist and 
curator Timothy Buckwalter. 
Continuing through August, 
it syncs up with an upcoming 
traveling Berkeley Art Museum 
exhibition devoted to Creative 
Growth, Creativity Explored, 
and NIAD. (Johnny Ray Huston)

Through March 16
National Institute of Art and 
Disabilities (NIAD) Gallery
551 23rd St., Richmond
www.niadart.org 2

The Guardian listings deadline is 
two weeks prior to our Wednesday 
publication date. To submit an item 
for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description 
of the event, date and time, venue 
name, street address (listing cross 
streets only isn’t sufficient), city, 
telephone number readers can call for 
more information, telephone number 
for media, and admission costs. Send 
information to Listings, the Guardian 
Building, 135 Mississippi St., SF, CA 
94107; fax to (415) 487-2506; or 
e-mail (paste press release into e-mail 
body — no text attachments, please) 
to listings@sfbg.com. Digital photos 
may be submitted in jpeg format; the 
image must be at least 240 dpi and 
four inches by six inches in size. We 
regret we cannot accept listings over 
the phone.
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By Michelle Broder Van Dyke
arts@sfbg.com

MUSIC As 2011 begins, Bay Area 
rock is wasting no 

time staking its 
claim. This month 
brings noteworthy 
albums by at least a 

handful of local groups 
and artists. I’ll be covering them over 
the course of the next two weeks, 
beginning with a trio of new releases:

SIC AlpS’ Napa asylum
Sic Alps has been recording and 
releasing music since 2004. The 
band had a prolific 2008, putting 
out two full-lengths. In the fall of 
2009, it released a 7-inch single on 
Slumberland, toured with Magik 
Markers, and made up one-half of a 
12-inch split release on Yik Tak. The 
next year began with a handful of 
shows opening for Sonic Youth. And 
then Sic Alps went quiet for a bit ... 
but the wait has been worth it. Now 
a trio, the group is set to release the 
new double-LP Napa Asylum (Drag 
City) on Jan. 25.

Napa Asylum displays Sic Alps’ 
f lair for irresistible hooks and torrid 

experimentation. As usual, the new 
tracks were recorded with “a delay 
pedal, reverb tank, two microphones, 
$100 preamp, and Tascam 388.” 
There are 22 cuts in just under 48 
minutes, with some delicious pop-
rock morsels, including “Cement 
Surfboard,” “Ball of Flame,” and 
“Zeppo Epp.”

What’s new is how often this 
San Francisco no-fi band slows its 
tempo and explores the psychedelic 
side of its sound, like on the serene 
“Low Kid,” reverb-riddled “Ranger,” 
and the closer, “Nathan Livingston 
Maddox,” which is based on a dream 
Mike Donovan had about the late 
Gang Gang Dance member, who was 
killed by lightning. Napa Asylum’s 
other bizarre lyrical ruminations on 
magic and schizophrenia prove Sic 
Alps, as ever, aren’t afraid to wander 
into new sonic and poetic terrain. 

YOUNG pRISMS’  
FrieNds For Now

Since the late-2009 release of Young 
Prisms’ self-titled EP on Mexican 
Summer, this Cali quintet has been 
hard at work. It put out three differ-
ent split 7-inches: one with Weekend 

on Transparent; one with Small 
Black on Big Love; and one with 
Mathamagic on Atelier Ciseaux. In 
the wake of performances at last fall’s 
CMJ conference, the band is set to 
release its first full-length, Friends 
For Now (Kanine Records), Jan. 19.

Once you get past Friends for 
Now’s NSFW cover art — it’s just 
a little nip, and only one at that 
— you’ll enter into the title track, 
which blissfully rattles forward with 
undecipherable vocals, like a sun-
bleached step into euphoria. “If You 
Want To” floats over waves of distor-
tion; the only discernible lyrics are 
the title lines, nonchalantly chanted 
like an existential mantra. The single 
“Sugar” picks up the pace with yowl-
ing guitars.

The band also makes sure to 
include a smoke-break track, just as 
it did with “Four Twenty Friendly” 
on the Mexican Summer EP. Titled 
“All Day Holiday,” this one is an 
under-a-minute wash of echoes and 
effects. The opening notes of “In 
Your Room” are dramatic, then 
radiant guitars emerge over rumbles 
of distorted bass. Friends For Now 
rounds out with tightened mixes of 
“Feel Fine” and “I Don’t Get Much,” 
which were both previously released, 
and closes with the hypnotic “Stay 
Awake.” Taken together, the collec-
tion of songs is cohesive, capturing a 

sunlit aesthetic while giving the illu-
sion of chaos.

SONNY SMIth’S  
100 records, Volume 
Two: i miss The Jams

Sonny Smith’s approach to recording 
and issuing music is unique, accen-
tuating its connections to visual art. 
Using his imagination along with the 
help of a rotating band, he assembled 
“100 Records,” an art show that 
opened at San Francisco’s Gallery 16 
and then traveled to other venues. In 
“100 Records,” Smith created releases 
by 100 different bands, coming up 
with names, bios, songs, and album 
art. Now Smith is releasing 10 of 
those songs as 100 Records, Volume 
Two: I Miss the Jams, a package of 
five, 7-inch singles or a single CD.

Listening to I Miss the Jams, 
you’ll never think “every song sounds 
the same,” since each fabricated band 
has its own rock ’n’ roll aesthetic. 
The album opens with Zig Speck’s 
“One Times Doomsday Trip to 
Nowhere,” an unshackled surf-jam 
sung by Ty Segall. Starting off with 
a bang, “Teenage Thugs” is complete 
with gunshots and Spanish verses. 
The doo-wop track “I Wanna Do It” 
includes a surf-rock wipeout interlude 
and showcases Heidi Alexander’ 
(from the Sandwitches) wailing cries, 
which evoke a classic pin-up doll. 
Hank Champion’s country track is 

spoken, and more straightforward 
than a Doors song, with literal lyr-
ics that tell the depressing tale of its 
title character, “Broke Artist at the 
Turn of the Century,” and how he 
got there.

Smith plays with rock star cliché, 
but never makes his characters seem 
two-dimensional. Providing us with 
a Bay-Area-rock-scene parallel uni-
verse, Smith makes us question what 
is real and what is not. 2

SIC ALPS
With Thee Oh Sees.
Feb. 9, 8 p.m., $13–$16 (benefit for 
the Coalition on Homelessness)
Great American Music Hall
859 O’Farrell, SF
(415) 885-0750
www.gamh.com

YOUNG PRISMS
With Ganglians, Melted Toys, and 
Speculator
Jan. 19, 8:30 p.m., $10
Bottom of the Hill
1233 17th St., SF
(415) 621-4455
www.bottomofthehill.com

SONNY SMITH
With the Blow
Jan. 30, 8 p.m., $15
Great American Music Hall
859 O’Farrell, SF
(415) 885-0750
www.gamh.com

Release me
Bay Area rock begins 2011 at a record pace

thE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  ARtS +  CUltURE

arts + culture
Winter sounds: This month brings new Bay Area rock releases from 

Sic Alps (left), Young Prisms (center), and Sonny Smith (right).
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 This column 
space is usually devoted to pop culture detritus. 
But this week we’ll bend the Trash definition 
to encompass human detritus, as in such time-
less phrases as “Those people are nothing but 
trash.” The occasion is the Roxie’s restored re-
release showcase of On the Bowery, a �956 piece 
of early U.S. independent cinema that won 
major prizes. But it also struck many observers 
at the time as akin to literal trash: they wanted 
it dragged into some dark alley under cover of 
darkness, then quietly removed, lest polite soci-
ety sift through the unflattering mess.

The 65-minute feature echoed Italian neo-
realism’s inf luence, as it mixed documentary 
footage with dramatic elements using amateur 
actors basically playing themselves. It provided 
a filmmaking “school” for debuting director 
Lionel Rogosin, a son of well-off New York 
City Jewish textile manufacturers who, like 
many of his peers, felt the need to make work 
addressing social equity rather than just “enjoy 
life” after the Holocaust. He hit on film as 
his chosen medium, South Africa’s apartheid 
system as desired subject — but as he knew 
nothing about filmmaking, taking on some 
smaller project first seemed apt.

Interviewed just before his turn-of-mil-
lennium death for 2009’s The Perfect Team: 
The Making of On the Bowery, which the Roxie 
is also showing, Rogosin recalls approaching 
this endeavor (initially planned as a short) 
with characteristic immersive fervency.

Having decided to focus on New York’s 
Skid Row district — the onetime f lourishing 
heart of Manhattan whose slow degeneration 
began when an overground rail built in the 
�870s bypassed stopping there — he spent a 
full six months befriending and bar-crawling 
with “Bowery bums,” occasionally slinking 
back to his Village apartment. (To neighbors’ 
consternation, sometimes these new pals would 

come uptown to pound on his door at 4 a.m., 
shaking the rich guy down for gin money.)

In the saloons and f lops he found his 
cast, even his crew: cinematographer Richard 
Bagley, who shot �948’s Oscar-nominated The 
Quiet One (another neorealist semidocumen-
tary, about a Harlem juvenile delinquent), was 
found carousing thereabouts. (He died of cir-
rhosis in �96� at 4�. That was six years later 
and four years younger than Pulitzer Prize-
winning scribe James Agee, who’d written The 
Quiet One and drank himself to death before 
he could write Bowery.)

Bagley understood what Rogosin meant 
in wanting the film to look like Rembrandt’s 
portraits of �7th-century Amsterdam’s poor 
and diseased — black and white On the 
Bowery has stunning passages of nothing but 
faces ruined by hooch and hardship, soulful 
in their grotesquerie. (Probably many were 
beyond registering being filmed.) The slim 
story, dialogue improvised within a barely 
scripted structure, centers on itinerant rail-
road worker Ray. Drifting into town between 
jobs, this uncomplicated rural Southerner 
has the ill fortune to get buddied up by the 
older Gorman, a.k.a. Doc (he claims to have 
blown a legit surgeon’s career), who spies a 
soft touch. Umpteen glasses later, Ray is left 
unconscious at the curb, his battered suitcase 
stolen by Doc to buy a few hours’ privacy in 
one f lophouse’s chicken wire “room.”

Ray awakens the next day sobered but 
not sore, determined to stay dry long enough 
to clean up, get some work, and get outta 
here. Knowing his weakness for the sauce, he 
recognizes Bowery life as a pit he might eas-
ily vanish in. But after an abortive night at 
a depressing church mission, he answers the 
siren call of Doc’s mooching hospitality and 
gets in worse straits than ever. There’s both 
surprising redemption and a stone-cold reality 

check at the end of this woozy-view slice of 
gutter life.

On the Bowery won great acclaim in 
Europe and an eventual Oscar nomination 
as Best Documentary. (It was also inducted 
into the National Film Registry in 2008.) Yet 
it was scarcely distributed here, and outright 
condemned in some quarters. Eisenhower 
America preferred the less seemly aspects of 
its domestic life be kept hidden from view. 
Bagley’s shocking vistas of bruised, broken, 
passed-out “forgotten men” littering already 
decrepit city sidewalks
at dawn — like extras in a Cold War sci-fi 
scare film about the Bomb — seemed not just 
an ugly truth but an unallowable one.

The New York Times and other com-
mentators assailed the filmmakers for wal-
lowing in gratuitous filth. At an otherwise 
triumphant Venice Festival premiere, socialite 
ambassador Clare Boothe Luce and publish-
ing tycoon husband Henry snubbed Rogosin, 
the first Yank to win its Documentary Grand 
Prize. She reportedly encouraged the U.S. 
State Department to suppress Bowery’s further 
exposure abroad — and was no doubt appalled 
when it became a runaway hit in certain 
Eastern Bloc nations.

Rogosin did make that South Africa film 
(�958’s Come Back, Africa, another Venice 
sensation) as well as several other little-seen 
social-justice documentaries, before continual 
funding shortages forced his mid-�970s retire-
ment from the medium.

On the Bowery’s “stars” imitated the art 
that had replicated their lives. Having been 
told by a real physician that he wouldn’t sur-
vive even one more binge, Gorman “Doc” 
Hendricks honored the crew’s pleas and stayed 
sober as long as the film was being shot. Once 
it wrapped, he promptly relapsed and died, 
never seeing a frame of the end product.

Handsome, affable 42-year-old Ray Salyer 
helped Rogosin promote the movie, dignified 
and frank about his own alcoholism in a Today 
interview excerpted in The Perfect Team. That 
publicity attracted Hollywood acting offers, 
including a purported $40,000 contract Salyer 
refused. When the attention got to be too 
much, he simply “hopped on a freight train 
and nobody ever saw him again.” Legend has 
it he later returned to the Bowery, dying there. 
A surviving nephew recalled his father (Ray’s 
twin among a brutal Kentucky Methodist 
minister’s �2 children) saying this wayward 
brother “returned permanently screwed up” 
from World War II military service. He was 
“still the charming, witty, engaging guy he 
had been, but with a deep sadness in his eyes. 
And he couldn’t drink enough to make it go 
away.” 

Skid row residents Ray and Gorman live one day at a time in On the Bowery.

Dark end of the street
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Please Visit
cafedunord

.com
Available for 

Private Rental

Dinner ‘til 11PM

2170 MARket StReet • 415.861.5016
Box Office Now Open for Phone Sales ONLY 

Mon-Fri, 2-6pm

WeDNeSDAY JANuARY 12th  8:30PM  $10
(ROck/POP)

the MAkePeAce BROtheRS / 
eSSeNce
LOVe, ISABeL
thuRSDAY JANuARY 13th  8PM  $10-$20 SLIDINg
ScALe (cOuNtRY/BLuegRASS)
SheLBY ASh PReSeNtS:
SAN FRANcIScO BLuegRASS & OLD tIMe
FeStIVAL BeNeFIt ShOW FeAtuRINg:
POSSuM AND LeSteR
the eARL BROtheRS • hANg JONeS
WALkINg IN SuNLIght
FRIDAY JANuARY 14th  9:30PM  $15  (ROck)

SWeet APPLe / DeAD MeADOW
cARLtON MeLtON
SAtuRDAY JANuARY 15th  9:30PM  $10/$12
(ROck/FOLk)

NIckI BLuhM (cD ReLeASe)
the BLANk tAPeS
DAVe MuLLIgAN (SOLO)
DJ chARLeS gONzALez
SuNDAY JANuARY 16th  8PM  $10-$25 SLIDINg
ScALe  (ROck/POP/AcOuStIc)
tReVOR PROJect BeNeFIt ShOW FeAtuRINg:
gRegORY DOugLASS / 
AcOuStIc MINDS
MONDAY JANuARY 17th  8PM  $10  (FOLk)

VeLVetWINOS (cD ReLeASe)
BRIAN RAVIzzA
WeDNeSDAY JANuARY 19th  8:30PM  $10
(JAzz/A cAPeLLA)
SeAWeeDSWAY & SONgBIRD WINteR FeStIVAL
PReSeNt:
the cONgReSS / cONSPIRAcY
OF VeNuS
MINDI hADAN
thuRSDAY JANuARY 20th  8PM  $10  (INDIe)

WORkeR Bee
SLeePtALkS • NIck ReINhARt
SuNBeAM RD.
FRIDAY JANuARY 21St 9PM $12 (INDIe/eLectRO)

PLANet BOOtY
SuPeR ADVeNtuRe cLuB
gReeNhORSe • Mc LADYFINgeR
SAtuRDAY JANuARY 22ND  9PM  $10/$12  SOLD Out
(ROck)
kc tuRNeR PReSeNtS:
the FAMILY cReSt (cD ReLeASe)
the MOANIN’ DOVe
the WeLcOMe MAtt
SAtuRDAY JANuARY 22ND  8PM  $18/$22
(ROck/POP)  ALL AgeS
uPStAIRS At the SWeDISh AMeRIcAN hALL:
DAVID BeRkeLeY (cD ReLeASe ShOW)
BhI BhIMAN
SuNDAY JANuARY 23RD  8PM  $14  (ROck/POP)
ALL AgeS

BRYAN gReeNBeRg
tueSDAY JANuARY 25th  8PM  $17  (INDIe)

the ghOSt OF A SABeR
tOOth tIgeR
(SeAN LeNNON AND chARLOtte keMP MuhL)
LAuRA gIBSON
WeDNeSDAY JANuARY 26th  8PM  $12/$15
(FOLk)

the hANDSOMe FAMILY
SeAN ROWe
thuRSDAY JANuARY 27th  8PM  $10  (ROck)

PeBBLe theORY / WhItNeY
NIchOLe
(cD ReLeASe)
kINDeSS AND LIeS • keeLeY VALeNtINO
FRIDAY JANuARY 28th  9PM  $12  (ROck)
FccFReeRADIO.cOM PReSeNtS:
the 21St ceNtuRY
SLOe • ROOSeVeLt RADIO
WeDNeSDAY FeBRuARY 2ND  9:30PM  $15
(ROck)

BOBBY LONg
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DRUM FESTIVAL
Artists of the African
Diaspora Giving Back

DEC. 4TH, 2010
Music | Food | Crafts

Workshops: 10am - 4pm
Live Performance: 6pm

BOLLYHOOD CAFE
3372 19TH ST

www.aansf.org
www.bollyhoodcafe.com

�

By Ben Richardson
arts@sfbg.com

 Over the course of nine 
full-length albums, 

Neurosis has proven 
its metal mettle, at 
least on record. To 
truly appreciate what 

the band is capable of, 
however, you’d have to witness one 
of its legendary live performances, 
which despite their decreasing fre-
quency are becoming more and more 
transcendent. Next week, Bay Area 
headbangers will have two oppor-
tunities to do so, both at the Great 
American Music Hall, where the 
band plays its first hometown shows 
since New Year’s Eve 2008.

Reached by phone from his 
Idaho abode, Neurosis guitarist Scott 
Van Till underscores the primacy of 
the live experience. “There’s no way 
the emotion and intensity of what we 
do live can be captured,” he says. “It 
has to do not only with the look and 
the sound but also the energy in the 
room and the way the bass hits you 
in the chest.”

The band’s music is nothing if 
not hard-hitting. Though its mem-
bers coalesced in �985 as a rampag-
ing hardcore outfit, Neurosis even-
tually evolved into a musical force 
defined by its deliberate, inexorable 
pacing, sprawling arrangements, 
and thunderous crescendos. Slabs 
of detuned, distorted guitars blend 
with throat-ravaging vocals courtesy 
of Van Till, second guitarist Scott 
Kelly, and bassist Dave Edwardson. 
Though this combination is ortho-
dox, the band’s frequent use of 
samples, inventive instrumentation, 
and stately acoustic interludes is any-
thing but.

The “look” of Neurosis is 
handled by journeyman musician 
and artist Josh Graham, now a 
permanent member of the band, 
who crafts visceral, tectonic visuals 
during performances in real time, 
displaying them on a giant screen 
behind the band. “Certain themes 
are permanently tied to certain 
songs,” Van Till explains, “but he 
performs them. It’s always f luid and 
always changing, though he’s always 
trying to keep it clearer and keep it 
evolving with the music.” So lost are 

the band’s other members in their 
own instruments that they have next 
to no idea what’s going on onscreen. 
Thankfully, they don’t care: “We 
have absolute trust in what he’s 
doing.”

Neurosis is currently preparing 
to reissue its seminal �992 album 
Souls at Zero, which marked an 
important milestone in the evolu-
tion of the band’s sound. “We were 

crawling out of our hardcore roots 
and struggling with our instru-
ments,” Van Till explains. “Through 
touring those songs, we really began 
to understand that we could totally 
surrender to the power of this music. 
It was way bigger than us, and way 
bigger than any preconceived notions 
we had about what the music should 
be. It was like a spiritual, driven 
force that demanded [things] of 
us.” While crafting their follow-up 
the next year, the band members 
continued to subsume themselves to 
this otherworldly energy: “Over the 
course of Enemy of the Sun, we tried 
to facilitate that [demand] in the 
songwriting process as well, trying 
to find the ultimate non-interruption 
of f low. We’re not very angular. We 

don’t have lots of crazy time-signa-
ture changes or cerebral shifts — we 
really try to have it go from one place 
to the next.”

Despite 25 years together as a 
band, the inescapable drive to create 
Neurosis music continues unabated: 
“We’ve been in this band our entire 
adult lives, and it influences every-
thing we do,” Van Till confides. 
“Everything in our lives affects how 

Neurosis music is going to evolve. 
Everything we hear, everything we 
see, everything we feel. Life’s trials 
and tribulations. All of it speaks to 
what’s happening in the music.”

Something is happening, and 
Neurosis’ many devoted fans will be 
overjoyed to hear that the band has 
been playing “two new songs that are 
pretty close” during their recent run 
of shows. “We basically have some 
skeletons that will really evolve into 
the next record,” says Van Till. This 
is momentous news, but the guitarist 
urges patience: “When that happens, 
we don’t force it. In some ways, we 
don’t feel all that responsible for 
creating [the music], and in a lot of 
ways — sure, somebody comes up 
with a riff or somebody comes up 

with an idea — but it’s an unspoken 
spirit when we’re all together in a 
room — it’s just magic and it just 
clicks.” Van Till insists that nothing 
can or should be accomplished in a 
hurry: “We trust the process, and the 
process is one of starting with some 
ideas, jamming them out, destroy-
ing them, and then having the 
come back together as a whole that’s 
greater than anything we could have 
thought of ourselves.”

Listening to the guitarist talk 
about his band’s next record, one 
gets the sense that its arrival will be 
characterized by the same deliberate, 
gradual escalation that typifies the 
band’s heavily-amplified climaxes. 
No matter which angle you approach 

Neurosis from, an emphasis on trust 
— and on the attendant forfeiture of 
control — is paramount. Speaking 
of the band’s live performances, 
Van Till echoes this theme: “We 
just want to be lost in the trance 
of the situation, and we hope that 
the people present also want to just 
surrender and become a part of it.” 
Those who attend the show would 
do well to heed his words. 2

Otherworldly energy

Scott Von Till of Neurosis: “There’s no way the emotion and intensity of what we do live can be 
captured. It has to do with the energy in the room and the way the bass hits you in the chest.”

spinning the best 
funk, soul & hip hop

happy hour prices
all night long!

happy hour shoW
tony’s b-Day bash!

tWang sunDay

  
  new & improved 2pm-8pm

1600 17th Street 252-1330

  

8pm/$8
all ages

  

8pm
free

  

4pm/free
all ages

9pm
$7

  

3pm/free
all ages
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By Johnny Ray Huston
arts@sfbg.com

 In �988, Jeff Koons 
unveiled Michael 

Jackson and Bubbles,
three ceramic 
sculptures of the 
pop icon and his 

pet chimpanzee. 
Koons’ sculptures, syncing his 
kitsch with Jackson’s gaudy tastes, 
were the conclusion of a series 
titled “Banality.”

In “Universal Remote,” Bay 
Area artist Jaime Cortez reintro-
duces Michael Jackson as an art 
subject. But Cortez is after some-
thing other than Koons’ surface 
banality. His exhibition’s variety 
of media — including a globular 
sculptural centerpiece that’s a 
counterpoint to Michael Jackson and 
Bubbles — form a mythic narrative. 
By turns revelatory and enigmatic, 
“Universal Remote”’s look at his-
tory and human nature (to employ 
two Jackson keywords) is akin to 
Adam Curtis’ recent documentary 
It Felt Like a Kiss, which uses Phil 
Spector’s music to score the insidi-
ous maneuverings of the �960s. If, 
as Cortez notes, the U.S. tends to 
sanitize the violence and vicious-
ness of fairy tales, that clean-up 
work is trumped by a return-of-
the-repressed within pop culture. 
I recently visited Cortez at 
Southern Exposure as he assem-
bled the show, which includes a 
Jan. 29 program of readings and 
performances.

 When did you decide to tell a 
Michael Jackson story?

 It started a year 
ago. I was struck by how much 
Michael Jackson’s music was a part 
of my personal history. I’m at just 
the right age so that by the time I 
could be conscious of pop music, 
he was there. I realized that he did 
something that hardly anyone had 
done — he’d been a part of my 
life for decades. I started think-
ing about him more, and became 
fascinated with the aftermath of 
his death.

 The degree of public scru-
tiny he received was akin to passing 
through the looking glass — you could 

say that he passed through the looking 
glass more often and intensely than 
anyone.

 That’s a beautiful way of put-
ting it. He was a creature of media. 
It was completely symbiotic — 
media tapped him, and he tapped 
media. My friend Ignacio [Valero] 
compares him to the frog put into 
boiling water that enjoys the heat 
until it’s too late.

He was consumed by this 
obsession with his own stardom. 
It’s almost as if he was mak-
ing his face into a graphic brand. 
Everything was being f lattened 
out: hot red lips, extremely pale 
face, shiny black eyebrows and hair.

 His nose is central to your 
photo-collages. To me, it has fatal 
connotations. He marred or restricted 
a part of his body that is central to 
breathing and respiration.

 I would look closely at photos 
of him and try to see him. There’s 
such a haze of media static and lies 
and mythologizing around him 
that it’s hard to get a bead on him. 
I feel that he was either in a deep 
state of constant denial, or a liar. 
He was constantly giving contra-
dictory statements.

It actually made my eyes tear 
up when I took a good look at his 
face, his nose in particular — it 
was beyond repair. He had all the 
money in the world to change his 
face, but something went terribly 
wrong, and he was deformed.

 Your show has many differ-
ent forms: drawings, rotating scrolls, 
photo-collage, and sculpture. Why 
did you create more than one series of 
works?

 There are theories about the 
five steps in the grieving process, 
and I was thinking about the dif-
ferent ways people deal with the 
passing of a person. The drawings 
of the animals represent a clean 
mourning. Michael Jackson was 
surrounded by so many parasitic 
people — those dependent on him 
for their financial well-being and 
sense of fabulousness — that his 
pets might have been the only 
place where he could get real love, 
besides maybe children. The pets 
are a stand-in for everyone’s grief.

The [show’s] lamps relate to the 

process of mythologizing from the 
record companies and the media 
— after a while, you couldn’t tell 
if the National Enquirer was more 
reliable than People or Newsweek. 
And then on top it all was his 
self-mythologizing. He alternated 
between extreme humility and 
grandiose egotism. The unadulter-
ated rotating lamps that you buy 
for children’s rooms present a little 
story, one that illuminates a child’s 
space. I felt they were the proper 
form for exploring a very adult fairy 
tale about Faustian tradeoffs.

 How did the text accompany-
ing the lamps come about?

 I was having dinner with Gary 
[Gregerson] and Jill Reiter, and 
Gary joked, “Michael Jackson was 
a castrato.” When he said that, I 
had this Tetris moment where all 
the blocks fell into place. When 
I began studying the castrati, it 
really got interesting. The most 
famous of them were basically rock 
stars. Women would faint or go 
gaga when they saw them. Women 
wanted to have sex with them. 
They looked different from other 
people because they developed dif-
ferently from being castrated. And 
they had these gifts — the best 
of them had the lung power of a 
grown man coupled with a high, 
boyish or womanly voice.

 How did you create the elabo-
rate encasement that is the show’s cen-
terpiece?
JC It’s built from a bunch of 
vases attached to each other with 
industrial adhesive. The statue is 
polymer modeling compound with 
wires for an Afro. The bubble on 
top is an acrylic globe I ordered 
from a street lamp company. On 
one hand, it makes him look like a 
specimen under a bell jar. Overall, 
it has a feeling of grandiosity and 
loneliness.

 The mirror at the base adds 
another dimension.

 Yes, it make the sense of space 
ambiguous. But most of all, I 
wanted to make something that 
looked precarious. For me, the 
piece is a visual analog for all the 
unbelievable machinery behind 
making a kid into a star. There’s an 
amazing amount of publicity and 
technology and image manage-
ment, in addition to training and 
performing — this amazing appa-
ratus, all of it built around a little 
70-pound kid. 2

50 years in exile

Jaime Cortez on Michael Jackson: “He was a creature of media, 
consumed by this obsession with his own stardom. It’s almost as 
if he was making his face into a graphic brand.”
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HAPPY HOUR 
Every Day until 6:00 pm

fOR fUtURE EvEnt infO lOOk @ 
tOROnADO.cOm

HOURs:  Daily 11:30 am to 2:00 am

50 kick Ass 
BEERs On DRAUgHt

Over 100 different bottles, 
specializing in Belgians

A Beer Drinker’s
PArADise!
since 1987

Friday, January 14th
 Level 7 presents

DJ RISK ONE
(top 40, hip hop, & mashups)

Guest list free until 11 & $150 Ketel-1

Saturday, January 15th
Essential Nightlife presents

DJ J$
(top 40, hip hop, & mashups)

Guest list free until 11 & $150 Ketel-1

Sunday, January 16th MLK Weekend

SURESHOT SUNDAY
by Sean Duff

Featuring

DJ CHRIS CLOSE
with DJ’s JASON EVERETT

& KOOL CARLO

2801 Leavenworth Street
San FranciSco

415.775.5110
theparlorsf.com

for calendar of events and information

Bottle Service  |  Birthdays  |  Private Events

By Marke B.
marke@sfbg.com

 “We get to shoot all 
over San Francisco,” 

Jack Shamama of 
NakedSword.com 
tells me over the 
phone, a wicked 

lilt tiptoeing into his 
voice. “How great is that?”

Double entendres! He’s refer-
ring to Golden Gate, the spunky 
episodic porn Web series he wrote 
with Michael Stabile, which just 
wrapped up its first season and will 
begin a second season in February. 
The weekly series runs on the Naked 
Sword site, with a new episode 
debuting every week to a substantial 
viewership that values glossy produc-
tion and polished presentation.

Although there’s no grand soap 
opera-like family tree of intersect-
ing characters and storylines, each 
episode does feature quite a bit of 
plot, at least by wank-flick stan-
dards, and solid back stories for the 
various players. (Sample: “Robert is 
an unemployed writer who spends 
his days at cafes. He’s got a real 
interest in humanity, and is gar-
rulous and friendly. He’s almost 
always dressed casually. Robert 
lives in the grittier Castro-adja-
cent neighborhood of the Lower 
Haight.” Robert gets crammed full 
of a two-foot-long cone-shaped 
black dildo. But I digress.)

Pornisodic series have been 
done before — the sprawling Wet 
Palms comes to mind — but this is 
the first that really focuses on San 
Francisco. Shamama and Stabile 
being our perennial enfants terribles
of porn, there’s some fun with San 
Francisco archetypes in each episode 
as well, bringing together, say, a 
high-powered downtown investor 
with a struggling Mission District 
artist who pimps himself out online 
for rent money. And while there are 
a few problems with verisimilitude 
(that struggling artist has waxed 
eyebrows and an all-over tan), there 
are plenty of spot-on in-jokes. In one 
episode, a couple of almost-hipster 
rockers get approached by a groupie 
for sex — but first they hand him a 
flyer for their band’s show at Bottom 
of the Hill.

After we dished a bit about the 
scheduling woes of porn stars in 
the Internet Age and the purported 
whereabouts of 1990s bear porn pio-
neer Steve “Titpig” Hurley, I asked 
Shamama a few questions about 
Golden Gate.

What pricked you into Golden 
Gate action?

In the past, Naked 
Sword has teamed up with partners 
to produce hardcore content, behind-
the-scenes specials, porn event cover-
age, and our regular talk show, “The 
Tim and Roma Show.” But for our 
first completely in-house production, 

we knew we had to come up with 
something big that wouldn’t run out 
of steam, since we wanted it to be a 
weekly series. The concept that kept 
coming up was the city itself.

Gay porn was pretty much 
invented in San Francisco and even 
today maybe as much as 75 percent 
of it is still filmed here, but you really 
wouldn’t know it since most of it’s 
filmed on sets. Those movies that do 
spotlight San Francisco generally end 
up giving people a dumbed-down 
CliffsNotes “gay Disneyland” version 
of SF, with an opening shot of the 
Golden Gate Bridge and credits roll-
ing over a shot of the giant rainbow 
flag in the Castro.

We figured we owed San 
Francisco a bit more than that. Our 

tagline is “Enter the land of impulse 
and desire.” The city ends up being 
sort of like the main character. For 
each episode, we bring together two 
opposing types of San Francisco men 
to show the different sides of the city.

Everyone talks about how major 
porn studios are being killed by amateur 
websites. But you guys are going in the 
opposite direction, with glossy produc-
tion values, old-fashioned plot-oriented 
scenes, big name stars, and timed release 
dates ...

Golden Gate is definitely an 
anomaly in the porn marketplace 
— but I think that at this point, its 

uniqueness is a plus. There’s still a 
huge audience out there that wants 
this type of meticulously produced, 
quality product, and I don’t think 
they should be ignored just because 
there are other types of porn being 
made.

Many people automatically 
equate “amateur” with “plotless” 
— but really it’s the same plot over 
and over again. “Straight guy sucks 
his first dick” could describe seven-
eighths of amateur porn. That can 
be hot but yeah, we get it. We want 
to explore other kinds of fantasy. 
And, along with our executive pro-
ducer Tim Valenti, we want to do it 
in a quality way. Even though our 
actors get down and dirty, we’re not 
ashamed of having a little class.

How difficult is it to produce a 
weekly porn series?

It can get tough to write episodes 
at that pace and to keep everything 
straight — scouting locations, shoot-
ing stills, scheduling stars. One 
challenging aspect to production I 
didn’t anticipate was finding filming 
locations. Since each episode takes 
places in a different neighborhood, 
it’s taking us out of our comfort zone. 
There are lots of guys who live in the 
Castro who want to have a gay porn 
shot in their apartment, but some 
other neighborhoods can be tricky. 
We’ve lucked out and been able to 
shoot in some amazing apartments so 
far, though. I really didn’t expect it to 
become real estate porn, but I don’t 
think anyone’s complaining.

Another thing is making sure our 
script is malleable enough to adapt 
to the actors and direction. We shoot 
the sex part before the scripted part, 
so the actors won’t get too bored. 

And even though in our scripts Mike 
and I try to go beyond just clichéd 
“fuck me harders” during the sex 
parts, when it comes down to it, we 
want our actors to have hot sex, not 
worry about delivering their lines. 
And we want our director, Chris 
Ward, to be free to match his sexual 
vision to our scripted intentions. He’s 
one of the biggest names in porn 
— no one tells Chris Ward how to 
film a sex scene. He’s incredible.

 Any hot scenarios you can share 
from the upcoming season?

 A pair of Mormons who don’t 
quite know what they’re getting into 
knock on the door of a certain fetishy 
Alamo Square leather daddy. That 
one ought to be fun. 2

Bend over the rainbow

From SoMa loft to Ocean Beach: D.O., left, plays a waiter who misses his f light and Christian 
Wilde gets picked up on Polk Street in the Naked Sword porn series Golden Gate.
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By Dennis Harvey
arts@sfbg.com

 In �996 Ingrid Eggers 
cofounded Berlin and 

Beyond, that annual 
Castro Theatre 
showcase for all 
things celluloid (or 

digital) and German-
language. Fourteen years later she 
retired from the San Francisco 
Goethe-Institut after two decades of 
service. B and B soldiers on without 
her, but Eggers now has her own 
weekend-long independent festival at 
that same art-deco movie palace.

Why a second S.F. German 
language film festival? “Because I 
think that German films are not 
really well-represented in the vari-
ous film festivals in the Bay Area, 
especially not in the [San Francisco] 
International [Film Festival],” she 
says. “There was always a focus on 
French films, particularly under [ex-
SFIFF chief] Peter Scarlet. We had 
French and Italian film weeks, but 
nothing German. The other thing is 
that with Berlin and Beyond having 
a [current] director who is, I guess, 
going into a more international 
direction with lots of coproductions, 
I think there are enough films that 
come from Germany that deserve an 
audience here.”

German Gems part zwei is hella 
heavy on debuts — six out of �0 fea-
tures — which Eggers says “wasn’t 
intentional, but came about because 
lots of the bigger productions are very 
expensive [to book] these days. It’s 
not unusual to pay �,000 euros for a 
single screening.” Plus, Germany is 
admirably generous when it comes to 
funding not just film production, but 
film schools and graduation feature 
projects.

One such gem showing this 
weekend, Philipp J. Pamer’s two-
hour-plus Mountain Blood, is the sort 
of thing even veteran commercial 
talents might have a hard time get-
ting bankrolled. It’s a �9th-century 
epic shot high in the Tyrolean Alps, 
involving romantic and military 
intrigue between sophisticated 
Bavarians and rough-edged Tyrols 
during a period of attempted French 
occupation. Eggers allows that kind 
of budgetary challenge would be 

“unheard of here for a first feature, 
but in Germany you can pull it off.”

Opening the festival is a movie by 
one far-from-new director. A quarter-
century ago Percy Adlon (another 
Bavarian) ruled the arthouse circuit 
with Zuckerbaby (�985) and Bagdad 
Café (�987). There followed a gradual 
slide into obscurity suggesting Adlon 
wasn’t a maturing talent so much as a 
permanently immature one who got 
lucky a couple times early on.

Yet his Gems-launching histori-
cal fantasia Mahler on the Couch is 
wise, antic, over-the-top, and con-
trolled. It portrays last-great-musical-
Romantic Gustav Mahler (Johannes 
Silberschneider) as a neurotic ego-
maniac driven to the upholstery of 
Sigmund Freud (Karl Markovics) by 
worry over the professed infidelity 
of spouse Alma Mahler (Barbara 
Romaner).

This Freud is sometimes harshly 
insightful, to Gustav’s frequent dis-
tress. Yet this very trickily structured, 
farcically winking, incongruously 
picturesque film is less concerned 
with either of them than horny, 
tempestuous Alma — “the most 
beautiful girl in Vienna, from a good 
family, and very rich.” How disap-
pointing, then, that she spends most 
of her adult life as wedded servant 
to a cultural behemoth. She, too, 
wanted to make music. But even had 
she turned out something well short 
of a genius in that regard, Adlon 
(cowriting and codirecting with son 
Felix) sympathizes with the fact that 

she was never allowed to discover 
that for herself.

Other German Gems highlights 
include Ina Weisse’s black comedy 
The Architect, in which a jaded, dys-
functional nuclear unit travels to an 
ancestral hamlet for a matriarch’s 
funeral and promptly falls apart in all 
kinds of unpredictable ways. Another 
bad dad is the subject of Lara Juliette 
Sanders’ documentary Celebration of 
Flight, about a 78-year-old ex-pilot 
and amateur airplane builder living 
on a Caribbean isle — though the 
film is too shy about probing the 
estranged family he’s basically exiled 
from. David Sieveking’s non-aerial 
nonfiction David Wants to Fly finds 
the incessantly onscreen director 

seeking an artistic father-mentor in 
David Lynch, though this patriar-
chal worship is soon torpedoed by 
the director’s skepticism toward his 
idol’s favorite cause, Transcendental 
Meditation.

Elsewhere, Thomas Stiller’s She 
Deserved It offers lurid teenage-bul-
lying moral instruction à la Larry 
Clark, without the graphic sex. 
Andreas Pieper’s Disenchantments 
interweaves four stories about vari-
ously unhappy Berliners coping with 
“the dialectics of enlightenment.” 
(Now that is German.) For some wel-
come absurdism, there’s Björn Richie 
Lob’s Keep Surfing, which is Cali 
fragi-licious: its real-life subjects ride 
stationary river waves in the middle 
of Munich, which is like “water ski-
ing in a wind tunnel.” Cowabunga, 
freunde! 2

Beyond Berlin and Beyond

First-time director Philipp J. Pamer’s Mountain Blood is an 
elaborate love-and-war tale set in 1809. | 

29film



30 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  |  SFBG.COM  |  independent, locally-owned  |  January 12 - 18, 2011

30film

2239 Polk (at Green St.) (415)775-4287

EST. 1988

“The quintessential must-never-miss event of the year”“The quintessential must-never-miss event of the year”

Featuring Co-Hosts...
Rosin Coven &
Vau de Vire Society
With...
Jill Tracy
Eric McFadden Trio
Kinetic Steam Works
Fou Fou HA!
Delachaux
Miz Margo
Dark Garden
DJ GlobalRuckus
City Circus
Gomorran Social Aid
Vernian Process
Vima Vice Squad
Flynn Creek Circus
Shovelman
Edwardian Midway
Vending Bazaar
Gaming Parlour
and much more...

Featuring Co-Hosts...
Rosin Coven &
Vau de Vire Society
With...
Jill Tracy
Eric McFadden Trio
Kinetic Steam Works
Fou Fou HA!
Delachaux
Miz Margo
Dark Garden
DJ GlobalRuckus
City Circus
Gomorran Social Aid
Vernian Process
Vima Vice Squad
Flynn Creek Circus
Shovelman
Edwardian Midway
Vending Bazaar
Gaming Parlour
and much more...

Doors & Show 8pm. All Ages.
Tickets $28-48 + Limited VIP
Doors & Show 8pm. All Ages.
Tickets $28-48 + Limited VIP

www.edwardianball.com

PARADOX MEDIA & VAU DE VIRE PRESENT

www.edwardianball.com

PARADOX MEDIA & VAU DE VIRE PRESENT

The Regency Ballroom
Fri & Sat Jan 21-22, 2011

1300 Van Ness at Sutter, San Francisco

Sat March 5 - The Music Box
6126 Hollywood Blvd, Los Angeles

�

By Matt Sussman
arts@sfbg.com

Sawako Decides, the most 
recent feature by the 

talented 27 year-old 
Japanese director 
Yuya Ishii, might 
not be the best film 

of 20�0 that you never 
saw, but it certainly ranks as one of 
last year’s funniest — and perhaps 
more debatably, most feminist.

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts’ 
Ishii double feature “Lost in Japan,” 
which pairs Sawako with Ishii’s previ-
ous film To Walk With You (2009), 
is an all- too-brief introduction to a 
director whose modestly budgeted 
films about losers, misfits, and the 
socially marginalized in a Japan as 
depressed as they are have been gar-
nering critical praise and catching 
the attention of festival programmers 
since his 2006 debut Rebel, Giro’s 
Love. Sawako Decides leaves no doubt 
that Ishii is one to watch (and to 
watch repeatedly).

Five years after winding up in 
Tokyo after a failed post-high school 
elopement, 20-something Sawako (a 
wonderful Hikari Mitsushima) has 
landed herself a thankless pink collar 
job serving tea at the offices of a toy 
manufacturer and an equally lame 
coworker boyfriend, whose young 
daughter from a previous marriage 
seems just as indifferent to Sawako as 
her father is. A human doormat in the 
extreme, Sawako is the first to agree 
the chorus of detractors that surround 

her that she’s, “not really much ... a 
lower-middling type, really.” This 
routine existence is upended when her 
boyfriend arranges for Sawako to take 
over her estranged and terminally ill 
father’s freshwater clam packing busi-
ness, and Sawako must face down the 
rural community — most notably, the 
pack of sniping older female employ-
ees she now oversees — who view her 
as a selfish deserter.

Although Sawako is a far cry 
from Emma Stone’s sass-spouting 
Olive in Easy A (20�0), Ishii still 
wants his underdog to come out on 
top, and eventually the fates smile 
kindly, albeit crookedly, on her. By 
the time the film reaches the climac-
tic scene in which a newly-embold-
ened Sawako leads her shocked 
employees in a rousing anti-govern-
ment anthem, there is no denying 
that she has — to borrow the title 
phrase of another recent coming-of-
age film anchored by a strong female 
character — true grit, and that Ishii is 
not only a wildly inventive filmmaker, 
but one who possesses a true heart.

Ishii — who also frequently edits 
and writes his films — combines 
humor and pathos in a way that 
mimics his bumbling antiheroes’ 
oft-failed attempts to integrate them-
selves within the world around them: 
jokes are frequently followed up a 
beat too late so as to go practically 
unnoticed or are delivered in a dead-
pan that verges on D.O.A. He also 
has a penchant for peppering his nar-
ratives with absurdist detours, out-of-
the-blue dance numbers, and enough 

idiosyncratic supporting characters to 
make Miranda July proud.

Unlike July’s work, however, 
Ishii’s films leave no aftertaste of 
preciousness. Ishii’s characters are 
often as laughably insufferable as 
their peers make them out to be, but 
Ishii takes their funny-sad struggles 
to exist quite seriously, putting his 
work more in line with that of, say, 
Woody Allen or even Todd Solondz, 
than of anything Michael Cera has 
mumbled his way through. Ishii’s 
films are “existential” — a descriptor 
they’re frequently tagged with — to 
the extent that his characters, through 
much hilarious trial and error, trans-
form their failure to achieve what 
society expects of them into a new 
ethics for living.

Thus, Sawako Decides’ most 
radical proposition is that “nothing 
special” is not simply a demoted way 
of being, but grounds for collectiviza-
tion. Japanese culture’s drive toward 
upper-middle class exceptionalism is 
exposed as a myth that should have 
died with the Bubble Economy (in 
To Walk With You, the protagonist 
discovers everybody’s mother wants 
them to be a lawyer largely for lack of 
imagination). Like Melville’s scrivener 
Bartleby, Sawako turns staying within 
one’s station into an act of defiance. 
To be the best at being a “lower-mid-
dling person” is not defeatist. Rather, 
it is to embrace one’s stunted potential 
as a generative constraint. If every-
one’s a loser, than no one is. 2

Sawako’s choice

Existential breakout: a girl (Hikari Mitsushima) takes charge of her destiny in Sawako Decides.
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By Johnny Ray Huston
arts@sfbg.com

 “They wanna give you it 
all at the library.”

Dade Elderon’s 
come up with a 
perfect promo-
tional catchphrase 

for the SF Public 
Library’s Main Branch. We’re 
IMing about the library, where 
he sets up his gear and writes and 
records songs with 9-to-5 effi-
ciency. “One part of the library is 
a very high-tech, clean learning 
environment. It’s a temple. Then 
you go down to the [first-f loor] 
bathroom and it’s like a dirty, 
filthy circus. There is a lot going 
on in that bathroom. Every stall is 
a different challenge.”

A few days later, I meet 
Elderon on the library’s fourth 
f loor. As is his practice, he’s 
reserved one of the private rooms, 
and has set up his equipment, 
most notably a Korg Electribe 
EMX-1 and ESX-1. “This is what 
I bring to the library – I have a 
[Roland] TR-606 and other gear 
at home and at a friends’ house,” 
he says, after handing me a spare 
pair of headphones. “I use this 
[the ESX-1] strictly as a drum 
machine, and load up different 
sounds depending on what kind 
of song I want to make. I pro-
gram the melodies on the EMX-1 
because if you run too many parts 
at once on the ESX-1 it will make 
the sound muddy.”

For the next half-hour, 
Elderon – long bangs spilling 
out from the right side of his SF 
Giants cap – gives me a brief tuto-
rial, explaining polycyclic wave 
forms, saw waves,  and different 
hi-hats while running through a 
variety of sounds, from hip-hop 
to trance to freestyle. Sitting with 
him, I can see how the room, with 
its soundproof clear glass and styl-
ish card-catalog wallpaper is an 
ideal readymade recording studio. 
“I really like the tables and the 
glass setup,” Elderon says. “It’s 
peaceful. Sometimes people will 
stand outside with a ‘What are 
you doing?’ look on their faces, but 

I just ignore it. I don’t know what 
people might think these things 
[the Electribes] are – some people 
are suspicious of them, maybe.”

Contrary to a paranoiac’s 
sense of appearance, Elderon isn’t 
working with explosives, though 
he is hoping some of his projects 
will blow up. Party Effects, the 
Oakland techno bass crew he 
helped figurehead, has disbanded, 
and these days he’s working with 
a number of different recording 
artists. “This is a track I’m mak-
ing with Dz MC’s, a Brazilian 
freestyle singer,” he says, as a per-
colating, skittering melody dances 
around a haunted-sounding female 
vocal.

Along with Dz MC’s, who 
has a following in Brazil, Elderon 
is making tracks with aspiring 
Stateside singers such as Gloria 
Hernandez, a local vocalist whose 
voice possesses freestyle-ready 
sass and snap, and Nikki Marx, 
whose sexy photos and real-life 
story have intrigued Elderon and 
his roommate and former Party 
Effects partner, Alexis Penney. 
“She’s German, lives in New York 
City, and works on Wall Street as 
a day trader,” Elderon explains, 
as we look at some of Marx’s 
provocative photos. “Alexis is 
obsessed with her, and we can’t 
figure her out.”

At the moment, Elderon is 
also in the early stages of working 
on remix projects for 679 Artists, 
a Warner Music Group label based 
in London that represents Little 
Boots, Marina and the Diamonds, 
and Streets. Along with his other 
roommate, Myles Cooper, he’s also 
contributing a track to an upcom-
ing album by H.U.N.X., the “gay-
est music ever” electropop side 
project of Hunx and His Punx’s 
Seth Bogart. “I guess Myles’s idea 
is to make the most annoying song 
anyone has ever made, and I think 
he’s doing it,” Elderon says appre-
ciatively. “Seth and I are making 
a gay freestyle song. He wants it 
to be over the top. I sampled him 
making a bunch of sex noises, 
and I’m going to sprinkle them 
throughout the track.”

Elderon’s adept way with 

The music library

Dade Elderon: “I like a freestyle sound. What I like most in 
music is contrast, and freestyle pairs aggressive drums with 
sweet-sounding melodies. There’s a masculine-feminine contrast 
I appreciate.”

genre suits one of his recording 
monikers, Adeptus. He chose the 
name because – along with invok-
ing “to attain” in Latin, a quest 
he likens to Afrika Bambaattaa’s 
search for the perfect beat – he 
likes its “Gothic, occult, and 
dark-sounding” qualities. On the 
one hand, he’s a fan of Ace of 
Base’s ‘90s Euro dance pop – in 
fact, he’s competing against eight 
other remixers in an Ace of Base-
sponsored contest in which the 
person who comes up with the 
best remix of “The Sign” wins a 
car. But on his own tracks, he’s 
also drawn to seductive som-
ber sounds. As he puts it, “I’m 
attracted to minor scales.”

The public library as a record-
ing studio and potential pop 
goldmine – it’s all in a day’s 
music-making for Elderon, who 
cut his teeth making tracks with 
the eccentric, literally offbeat 
Tarythyas in Party Effects. “His 
bedroom is the craziest room I’ve 
ever been in,” says Elderon, when 
asked to describe Tarythyas’s 
home dwelling. “There’s no less 
than 20 to 30 fish tanks in the 

room all lit up. There are crazy 
toys and lights everywhere, and six 
different computer workstations.”

The strange is familiar to 
Elderon, whose past includes a 
military stint and studies in cel-
lular microbiology, and whose 
current day job involves f lying to 
Turkey once a month to rescue 
street animals for a f ledgling 
animal-rights crusader in Beverly 
Hills. He shows me some pass-
ports of pets he’s recently f lown 
back to the US, including a cat 
that possesses a mack’s satisfied 
smile. “The animals freak out on 
the plane, so they give me a ket-
amine spray,” he says. 

For now, Elderon is the one 
traveling, but he’s hoping his 
music will be going international 
soon as well. At one point he 
describes Turkey as a “nexus of 
weird cultures,” and the same 
description could be applied to his 
music, which has pop immediacy, 
but allows room for wild personal-
ity. He’s out to attain something 
special, and it’s just beginning to 
materialize. 2
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8p OMG! KarOaKe $NO

8p The Penny DreaDfuls, hail The 
sun, DaiKOn (pOst - ROck / puNk) $5

9p Dj suresh & naGabeaTz
(wORld music) NO$

5:30p free OysTers On The half shell
6p-2a Dj’s carMen & MiranDas
fruiT sTanD (wORld, fuNk, R&b, pOp) NO$

7:30p reD hOTs burlesque
9p TOrTureD Genies, The 
laMbs, cOcOnuT (iNdie) $5

6pWee The 
banD,
aarOn blyTh
(pOp / siNgeR sONgwRiteR) fRee

dOllaR days $1 pabst/$2 well
7p sOnGs fOr snaKes, TiMe
TravelinG assasins, biTe
(puNk) $5
9p raDical vinyl 
(dj fuNk/Oldies/puNk) NO$

8p ryP. carMichael anD The
frijaliTas (ROck/blues) fRee

happy hour tue- fri 5-9p 
$3 well/draft 

$5 best damn bloody mary!

1131 Polk St
btwn Post & Sutter

415.923.0923

www.hemlocktavern.com

Upcoming: nectarine pie, these hills of 
gold, man/miracle, pigs, oUtdoorsmen, 
dead meat, dadfag, dinosaUr feathers, 
Barn owl, phil manley life coach,     
apopka darkroom, darwin deez, fol 
chen, weekend, glitter wizard, woBBly

gypsy moonlight
horror-X
sister midnight

michael mUsicka
obo martin
f pod B pod

colin l. orchestra 
(ex-Usaisamonster)
common eider king eider
csc funkband

gestapo khazi
airfix kits
the Better maker
culture corpse

rantoUls
wrong words
tropical sleep

the shants
son cats
cave country

dead westerns
mosshead
street pyramids

wed Jan 12
9pm, $6

thU Jan 13
9pm, $6

fri Jan 14
9:30pm, $7

sat Jan 15
9pm, $7

sUn Jan 16
9pm, $6

tUe Jan 18
9pm, $6

wed Jan 19
9pm, $6

�

By D. Scot Miller
arts@sfbg.com

 In his �963 essay “Jazz and 
the White Critic,” 

Amiri Baraka (then 
Leroi Jones) writes, 
“The New Thing, 
as recent jazz is 

called, is a reaction to 
the hard bop-funk-groove-soul camp, 
which itself came into being in pro-
test against the squelching of most 
of the blues elements in cool and 
progressive jazz. Funk (groove, soul) 
has become as formal and clichéd as 
cool or swing, and opportunities for 
imaginative expression have dwindled 
almost to nothing.”

In today’s “almost to nothing” 
post-everything musical wasteland, 
there is a persistent dwindling yet 
again. So much musical freedom has 
given way to downloaded snippets 
and the time restrictions of YouTube 
videos. Even our old popular rebel 
friends, hip-hop and punk rock, have 
lost their teeth to corporate bling or 
easy-bake obscurity. Improvisation, 
experimentation, and innovation are 
still so hard to come by that I can’t 
help but wonder — don’t we need a 
new thing?

The “New Thing” that Baraka 
defends in his essay is now the main-
stay of a modern, and still thriving, 
jazz movement that included the likes 
of Coltrane and Eric Dolphy. Today 
you can find it in the sounds of musi-
cians such as Ornette Coleman and 
Roscoe Mitchell.

In �965, Mitchell helped found 
the Association for the Advancement 
of Creative Musicians (AACM). 
His �966 album Sound (Delmark) is 
heralded by many as a milestone that 
helped usher in “The New Thing.” 
Along with Henry Threadgill, 
Anthony Braxton, Wadada Leo 
Smith, and others, Mitchell became 
a founding member of The Art 
Ensemble of Chicago in the late 
�960s. He’s since continued to 
explore the fringes of avant-garde 
jazz, noise, classical, folk, and world 
music to create hybrid compositions 
that mesmerize and provoke.

This week, on Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s birthday, Yoshi’s is inviting 
Mitchell to join Baraka, the author 
of more than 40 books, poet icon, 

revolutionary activist, and father of 
Afrosurreal Expressionism.

Baraka is renowned as the found-
er of the Black Arts Movement in 
Harlem in the �960s, just as Mitchell 
is revered as the founder of the 
AACM in Chicago around the same 
time. Both men have a reputation 
for the type of work regimens and 
standards of excellence that produce 
results. Baraka is a master performer 
and reader. Mitchell is a master 
musician who, along with saxophone, 
plays clarinet, f lute, piccolo, oboe, 
and many handmade “little instru-
ments” that create ethereal, and eerily 
familiar, sounds. In short, having 
these two men on stage doing their 
thing is like having more than �00 
years of the radical avant-garde blow-
ing fire and ice in your face. You’ll 
like it. Trust me.

The idea that American music 
never fully explored “The New 
Thing” when it emerged nearly 50 
years ago is slowly coming to light, 
thanks to Soul Jazz’s 2004 compila-
tion New Thing! and a recent resur-
gence of interest in — and reissuing 
of — works by Sun Ra, Thelonious 
Monk, and George Lewis. It leaves 
me to wonder: is the old “New 
Thing” just the new “New Thing” 
we’ve been waiting for? 2

New thing

Make a note of it: The New Thing 
embodied by Roscoe Mitchell’s 
1966 album Sound is new again, 
thanks to a blitz of reissues and 
influential compilations.
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Limit 8 tickets per person.
All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject

to change without notice. All tickets are
subject to applicable service charges.

E V E R Y T U E S D A Y 2 F O R 1 W I T H T H I S A D“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!”–DAVE CHAPPELLE

ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum • 18 & older with valid ID

SHOWTIMES: Sunday-Thursday 8pm • Friday-Saturday 8/10:15 pm
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO • SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320

Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St.

CALL FOR SHOW TIMES • 415-397-PLSF

San Francisco’s Premiere Comedy Club!

THURSDAY 1/13

TUESDAY 1/11 - WEDNESDAY 1/12

FRIDAY 1/14 - SATURDAY 1/15

FRIDAY 1/14 - SATURDAY 1/15

Th

1.
13

2284 Shattuck Ave
Berkeley (at Bancroft)
510.548.1159

www.eventbr ite.com
www.shattuckdownlow.com

TUEs: RocksTaR kaRaokE - 8pm sign Ups

 every week

non sTop bhangRa :: jan 29Th
kRs-onE :: fEb 18Th

coming up

1.
16

W

1.
12

su

fr

1.
14

W

1.
19

�

We lived! Now let’s go again: Star Eyes (left) gets dark and funky at Lights Down Low 
and Nickodemus rocks Public Works in a global vein.

Marke B.
superego@sfbg.com

 I guess I’m still 
recovering from New 

Year’s Eve? Wow. 
Everybody still on a 
roll put your hands 
up, aye. This week 

promises to push us 
ever deeper into the breach, with 
several offerings from regular parties 
to freak all out about — and most 
important, help shake off the ghosts 
of your hangover. Forget that whole 
“raw egg in Tabasco sauce with a 
spoonful of honey” or whatever. The 
real remedy for weeks-after hung-up 
woes is dancing, dancing, dancing. 
And maybe a little hair of the dog. 
Or, in my case, a little pug named 
Jose Cuervo, who somehow snuck in 
to the club in my sequined baguette. 
Down, Jose, down! Down, I say!

Did someone say dubstep was dead? 
Although brainier types have drifted 
in more esoteric, experimental low-
end directions — or just full-on 
embraced the U.K. grime revival 
— the kids at Thursday weekly 
Ritual have kept the wobble-bonkers 
spirit alive, neon balaclavas and V
for Vendetta masks and all. Plus face-
melting blasts of bass, of course, cour-
tesy of residents Nebakaneza, Ro Nu, 
Johnny 5, and Taj. This week, Ritual 
celebrates moving to its spacious new 
home at Temple with an aquatic-
themed blowout, “Ocean Adventure,” 
featuring special guests Megalodon, 
Fish Finger, Octopod, Squid Eye, 
and Captain Smizzle. I did not make 
those names up, and pool toys and 
bathing suits are suggested.

Even though it takes place in the 
evening, Nightlife, the California 
Academy of Science’s weekly 
Thursday dance ’n’ learn event, is one 
of the best things going for adven-
turous partiers. Nomenclature be 
damned! This week’s offering focuses 
on the science behind the speakers: 
Christopher Hedge, who designed the 
music for the Cal Academy’s “Life” 
planetarium show teams up with Stan 
Shaff of legendary sound-sculpture 
theater the Audium for a nifty, wonky 
presentation. Plus music by my favor-
ite electro-nutter collective, Future 
Universal, live sets from the Frail 
and Dominant Legs, and contribu-
tions from Pyramind, Sound healing 
Center, and Planet Check. Yes, drinks 
are served and they are strong.

Totally tooting our own horn here, 
but it’s gonna be neato: the Guardian 
is helping to host a live music series 
at the Redwood Room in the Clift 
Hotel, and before you roll your Black 
Swan eyes at the thought of upscale 
cocktail costs and folks who “party 
like a rock star,” check out the lineup. 
The kickoff this Friday features SF 
faves Francis and the Lights, who 
update Echo and the Bunnymen with 
an Interpol twist, and DJs Bridget St. 
Breeze and Bertie P., he of the late, 
lamented EpiscoDisco monthly at 
Grace Cathedral. Upcoming? Men 

on Feb. �, Cass McCombs Band on 
Feb. 4, and awesome Afro-popsters 
Fool’s Gold on Feb. �2. I’ve always 
been a fan of the Redwood Room’s 
stunningly warm interior and not-so-
douchey vibe, so this will be a great 
chance for newbies to check it out.

The awesomely bangin’ monthly 
returns, this time at new home 
SOM. For its grand reopening, 
global-electro DJs Sleazemore and 
Eli Glad are bringing in three rad 
guests who rep some of the best in 
uptempo. Incredible headliner Gant-
Man, the godfather of juke and foot-
work (shouts out to Chi-Town), will 
twist dancers into sparkly pretzels. 
Star Eyes of NYC electro-breaks 
collective Trouble & Bass will whip 
out her femme fatale dark sound-
lashes, and L.A.’s SAMO Soundboy 
brings the rugged crunk soul with a 
sound-collage aesthetic. Definitely 
freaky-styley.

Jazzy dub meets global funk in the 
excellent work of NYC’s Nickodemus, 
the man behind the outrageously hot 
Turntables on the Hudson parties, 
which call up that old school Giant 
Step sound with a Sun People vibe. 
He’ll be joined by our own deep 
masters — Afrolicious DJs Senor 
Oz and Pleasuremaker and Surya 
Dub’s Maneesh the Twister and Kush 
Arora. Think Brooklyn via the topics, 
with some Asian-tinged dread bass 
rumble to set the floor alight.

2

Nip of the pug



34 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN  |  SFBG.COM  |  independent, locally-owned  |  January 12 - 18, 2011

1

Tuvan throat singers Huun Huur Tu play the Great American 
Music Hall Thurs/13. | 

1

34club music list

Guardian arts series presents

www.sfbg.com/promo

Clybourne Park, the most
aCClaimed new Comedy of the year!
Winner of the 2010 London evening standard theatre award 
for Best new play and a top 10 of 2010 selection for enter-
tainment Weekly, the new York times, and the Washington 
post, Clybourne park offers “completely audacious, architec-
turally ingenious entertainment” (entertainment Weekly).
Home is where the heart and history is in Clybourne park, which cleverly spins the events of a raisin in the 
sun to tell an unforgettable new story about race and real estate in america. a “buzz-saw sharp new comedy” 
(the Washington post) from an adamant provocateur, this riveting play explores the gentrification plans and 
community uproar that galvanize a middle-class Chicago neighborhood in both 1959 and 2009.

enjoy $10 Balcony seats through January 30. Live it up with 10up world-class theater at happy-hour prices! 
Visit act-sf.org/clybourneor call 415.749.2228.

enter tO Win a pair of tickets to the January 20th performance 
of Clybourne park by sending your full name to promos@sfbg.
com (subject line: Clybourne park) no later than midnight on 
Monday, January 17th. Winners will be contacted via email. 
tickets will be held under the winners name at will call; you 
must provide a valid photo id for entry.

thursday, 
January 20 at 7Pm

Join sFBG & a.C.t. for a 
complimentary happy-hour 
in a.C.t.’s sky Bar serving 
Bear Flag wine and Cabot 
Cheese with the purchase 

of a 10up ticket.

tickets available at www.cafedunord.comtickets available at www.cafedunord.com

friday
january28
2011

cafe du nord
2170 market street, sf

friday
january28
2011

cafe du nord
2170 market street, sf

presents
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3187 Mission @ Valencia
san Francisco • 415.824-1447

www.arguslounge.coM

a neighborhood haven
at the foot of bernal hill

free
Pool
everY

SUndaY

10Pm

10Pm

8Pm

 10Pm

wed 1/12

SUn 1/16

tUeS 1/18

Sat 1/15

Only individuals with legally recognized 
medical cannabis recommendations 

and/or identification cards may obtain 
marijuana from a medical dispensary.

Happy Holidays!

BENDERS BAR & GRILL
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH

415.824.1800
TUE - FRI 6PM - 11PM SAT 4PM - 10PM

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM

1/17

1/14

1/18

1/12

1/15
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Get Tickets at Yoshis.com / the venue box office / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200
All shows are all ages. All Shows Monday-Saturday 8pm & 10pm, Sunday 2pm & 7pm 
(Unless Otherwise Noted). Open for dinner nightly at both locations. Late Night Menu Available.

oaklandsan francisco

yoshis.com

T o p  10 0  R e s t a u r a n t s  2 0 0 9  &  2 0 10  – S F  C h r o n i c l e

Voted “Best  l ive  music  venue in SF” – SF Magazine 8 /10

Sun, Jan 16 this weekend!
Finalists of TV’s “The Sing-Off” 

JERRY LAWSON 
& TALk Of ThE TOWN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mon, Jan 17 next week!
An historic collaboration celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr.

AMIRI BARAkA  
& ROSCOE MITChELL

(founder, Art Ensemble of Chicago). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tues, Jan 18 next week!

AURELIO MARTINEZ 
GROUP

“Top 10 Album of the Year” - AfroPop

Tues, Jan 18

The Weird World ofBLOWfLY
Rap pioneer Clarence “Blowfly” Reid with Norwood fisher

and John “wetdaddy” Steward of fishbone

Mon, Jan 17 next week!

ThE JESSE SChEININ BANd
and kAZEMdE GEORGE & ThE hOUSEhOLd

Mon, Jan 24

OAkTOWN JAZZ WORkShOP BENEfIT
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tues, Jan 25

ANGELO LUSTER
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wed, Jan 26

ChRIS CAIN

details at www.yoshis.com/vip

510  EMBARCAdERO WEST,  OAkLANd  510-238-92001330  f ILLMORE ST.  SAN fRANCISCO 415-655-5600

Jan 12-13 this week!

dAVId GRISMAN 
& MARTIN TAYLOR

Jan 12-13 this week!
Keeping the legacy alive!

ThE fAMILY STONE
Jan 14-15 this weekend!
Rare small club appearance!

PUBLIC ENEMY
Jan 14-16 this weekend!

MARk hUMMEL’S 
BLUES hARMONICA 
BLOWOUT Featuring Billy Branch, Sugar Blue, 
Carlos del Junco, Rod & honey Piazza

Jan 27-28

BOBBY hUTChERSON
qUARTET
70Th BIRThdAY CELEBRATION
with Joe Gilman, Glenn Richman & Eddie Marshall

Jan 18-19 next week!

LAdYSMITh BLACk
MAMBAZO

Jan 24-25
Rare small club appearance!

WAR

Jan 19-22
Multi-Grammy award winner

ROY hARGROVE 
qUINTET

Jan 20-23 
2010 Grammy nominee

LEdISI
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Since 1993-Proud to bring you fresh art & pure fun

Thursday, Jan 13

network
after
Work

6 pm - 9 pm | $10 in advance/$15 at door

Networking with a different point of 

view.  Complimentary cocktails and 

appetizers from 6-7pm. RSVP to 

rsvp@networkafterwork.com.

Friday, Jan 14

rendezvous
9 pm - 2 am | Free before 10 pm

Donít miss the Bay Area’s biggest 

Inter-professional Party of the Year.  

UCSF/SFSU’s Graduate Program 

in Physical Therapy Class of 2011 

presents: Rendezvous.

Email ucsfsfsudpt2011@gmail.com

for the guest list.

Tuesday, Jan 18

dr. sketchy’s
7 pm - 10 pm | $10 General/$7 Students

Comic Book Babes. 

Draw Quiksilvababe as she

cosplays Black Cat (Felicia Hardy)

& Zatanna Zatara for you!

http://drsketchyssf.com/

OVER 21 ONLY

3225 22nd ST. @ miSSion SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com

1/12 9pm no Cover!

modS v. roCkerS
GArAGe/pop/punk/indie/pSyCh/new wAve

1/13 6pm Free
TAilor mAde: The mod hAppy hour!

dJS mAJor SeAn And C3ploS
9:30pm no Cover!

FeSTivAl ‘68
kuSF dJ revivAl Sound SySTem
dJ vAneSSA & SpeCiAl GueSTS
SkA/roCkSTeAdy/eArly reGGAe/Soul!

1/14 7pm door $12 Adv/$15 door

morTiFied
A ComiC exCAvATion oF privATe TeenAGe
diAry enTrieS, poemS, & love leTTerS

every FridAy 10pm $5

looSe JoinTS!
w/ dJS Tom Thump, dAmon Bell & CenTipede
rAre Groove/Funk/Soul/hip-hop & more!

1/15 7pm door $12 Adv/$15 door

morTiFied
every SATurdAy niGhT! 10pm, $5

el SuperriTmo!  
roGer mAS y el kool kyle
CumBiA, dAnCehAll, SAlSA, hip-hop

1/16 7:30pm $7

SeAweed SwAy ShowCASe!
kelly mCFArlinG, SAndy’S

(Alexi From The BoTTiCelliS),
BACkliT + SeA oF BeeS’ ChASinG

The moon epiSode premier! 
hoSTed By Jeremy dAlmAS & The ABSurdiSTS

1/17 9pm no Cover!

unCle rAy’S pSyChedeliC Soul!
rAre Groove/pSyCh/r&B/Funk/Soul/hip hop

Tue 1/8 9:30pm no Cover!
loST & Found

deep & SweeT 60S Soul 45S
dJS luCky & primo & FriendS
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roomthe At  H ot e l  N i k ko  S f
S A N f r A N c i S c o ’ S  P r e m i e r e  N i g H t c l u b

Grand Piano courtesy of Baldwin

222 mason Street, San francisco, cA 94102

February 13

blues & Jazz 
Valentine ConCert

January 18 - MarCh 13

PAULA
& the GeorGe
Mesterhazy Quartet 
annual rrazz rooM
residenCy - 8 Weeks! 

January 11-16
Queen oF MotoWn

Club Shutter & CraCkwhore preSent

SubCon & beyond FeSt:
CeVIn key (oF SkInny puppy):
tokyo deCadenCe
(lIVe & dJ Set),

dead VoICeS on aIr:
(Gnome & Spybey),
CyruSreX, wet manGo,
dJS nako & neal
aFro-tropI-eleCtrIC-Samba-Funk

aFrolICIouS
wIth dJS/hoStS:
pleaSuremaker
Senor oZ
elbo room preSentS

treat ‘em rIGht
w/dJS

VInnIe eSparZa (hella tIGht)

& b.CauSe (4oneFunk),

GueSt dJ platurn
(oakland FaderS)

SpInnInG ‘60S Soul 45’S

Saturday nIGht
Soul party wIth dJS

luCky, paul paul,
phenGren oSwald
($5 dISCount In SemI-Formal attIre)

dub mISSIon preSentS a 
northern CalIFornIa eXCluSIVe Show
FIrSt tIme In the bay area In 15 yearS, one oF
the FIneSt purVeyorS oF dub rootS reGGae:

ZIon traIn
(unIVerSal eGG/ deep root/u.k.)
dub FIyah tour 2011 Feat. 

neIl perCh & roCker t
pluS dJ Sep lImIted adV. tIX:
www.brownpapertICketS.Com & 
www.JambaSetICketS.Com

lIVe braZIlIan muSIC & danCInG

braZIlIan waX:
Grupo daS Sete Feat. 

erIC doS SantoS,
dIreCtly From rIo de JaneIro;

pluS dJS CarIoCa & p-Shot
aZoth preSentS

whIte manna
GreG aShley, outlaw,
raChel Fannan
(oF Sleepy Sun) 

adVanCe tICketS
www.brownpapertICketS.Com

elbo room IS loCated at 647 ValenCIa near 17th

WED
1/12

8:30pm
$15/$20

sun
1/16
9 pm

$12 adV.
$15 -$17 

door

thu
1/13

9:30pm
$5

WED
1/19
9pm
$7

sat
1/15
10pm

$10

upComInG
thu 1/20 aFrolICIouS
FrI 1/21 bayonICS
Sat 1/22 4oneFunktIon
Sun 1/23 dub mISSIon: kentyah &    
               SpeCIal GueStS

FRI
1/14
10pm

$5

tuE
1/18
9pm

$7

�

2
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The Agony 
and the Ecstasy

of Steve Jobs

The Last 
Cargo Cult

�

2

Dynamic: Shotgun Players’ Of the Earth lights up the Ashby Stage. | 
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“A nation that continues year after year to spend more money 
on military defense than on programs of social uplift is 
approaching spiritual doom.” Preach, preacher. Check out the 
MLK celebrations at the Yerba Buena Gardens Mon/17.
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Tati 2.0: Sylvain Chomet’s The 
Illusionist opens Fri/14.
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Leslie Manville’s devastating 
performance is the number one 
reason not to miss Mike Leigh’s 
Another Year, out Fri/14.

43

FANTASIA
Friday January 14, 8pm (Doors open 7pm)

Rarely released from the vault, come see Walt Disney’s revolutionary 
animated masterpiece. Exclusive Bay Area Screening!
Paramount Movie Classics include live Wurlitzer organ serenade,  
Dec-O-Win raffle, newsreel, cartoon, previews.

Admission ONLY $5 • ticketmaster.com or 800-745-3000

Take BART
exit 19th St. station
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DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE 
$1000 
Grocery Coupons, Your Choice. Noah’s 
Arc, No Kill Animal Shelters. Advanced 
Veterinary Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-GIVE.  
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A Child’s 
Life Through Research & Support! Free 
Vacation Package. Fast, Easy & Tax Deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-252-0615.  (Cal-SCAN)

Holistic Psychotherapy
Affordable, professional, compassionate 
and effective psychotherapy for personal, 
relational and professional challenges. 
Body/Mind/Spirit working from blocks and 
traumas to rewarding engagement with life. 
All Welcome. Non-profit, multiple locations, 
sliding scale fees. PH: 415-868-5741 www.
gratefulhearttherapy.org

IF YOU USED TYPE 2 DIABETES DRUG AVAN-
DIA between 1999- present and suffered a 
stroke, heart attack or congestive heart fail-
ure you may be entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727.  
(Cal-SCAN)

VIAGRA 100MG & CIALIS 20mg!!
40 Pills +4 FREE only $99. #1 Male 
Enhancement, Discreet Shipping. Only 
$2.70/pill. Buy The Blue Pill Now! 1-888-777-
9242 (AAN CAN)

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK.
 Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
Part Time to
$7,500/mo. Full Time. Training provided. 
www.KTPGlobal.com or call 1-800-330-
8446  (Cal-SCAN)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. 240 California 
community newspapers reaching over 6 
million Californians. 25-words $550 works 
out to 18 cents cost per thousand! FREE 
email brochure. Call (916) 288-6019. www.
Cal-SCAN.com  (Cal-SCAN)
The California Press Release Service 
distributes your news releases electronically 
to 500 California newspaper editors.   
www.CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 
Questions call (916) 288-6010.  (Cal-SCAN)

CASH NOW! 
Get cash for your structured settlement or 
annuity payments. High payouts. Call J.G. Wen-
tworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT (1-866-738-8536). 
Rated A+ by the Better Business Bureau.  
(Cal-SCAN)

CASH NOW!
Get cash for your structured settlement or 
annuity payments. High payouts. Call J.G. 
Wentworth. (866) 447-0925. Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau.  (Cal-SCAN)

FREE HD FOR LIFE!
Only on DISH NETWORK. Lowest Price 
in America! $24.99/mo. for OVER 120 
CHANNELS! PLUS-$550 Bonus! Call Today, 
1-888-904-3558 (AAN CAN)

GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE
Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 110 
weekly newspapers like this one. Call Jason 
at 202-289-8484. This is not a job offer. 
(AAN CAN)

SELL/RENT Your TIMESHARE 
For CASH!!!
Our Guaranteed Services will Sell/ Rent 
Your Unused Timeshare for CASH! Over $78 
Million Dollars offered in 2009!  
www.SellaTimeshare.com (877) 554-2098  
(Cal-SCAN)

WANTED DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.
Cash Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Considered. Help others, 
donít throw boxes away. For more informa-
tion, Call 888-491-1168.  (Cal-SCAN)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING
Go to aviation maintenance college for 
FREE! Tuition paid for the BEST. H.S. Grad 
w/good grades and proven work history. 
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866) 859-6378.  (Cal-SCAN)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE
from Home. *Medical, *Business, *Para-
legal, *Criminal Justice. Job placement 
assistance. Computer available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call  
888-210-5162 www.Centura.us.com  (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60  
www.SouthEasternHS.com  (Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!
Graduate in just 4 weeks!! FREE Brochure. 
Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 
www.continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

$18.70 PER HOUR DOE 
IMMEDIATE OPENING
Processing refunds on your computer. No 
experience needed. FT/part-time. Start 
Mon. 1-800-564-4483 (AAN CAN)

ASAP! NEW PAY INCREASES!
37-43 cpm. Excellent Benefits. Need CDL-A 
& 3 months recent OTR. 1-877-258-8782. 
www.MeltonTruck.com  (Cal-SCAN)

COMPANY DRIVERS (SOLOS & 
HAzMAT TEAMS)
* GREAT PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-A Re-
quired. We also have dedicated & regional 
positions available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift.  (Cal-SCAN)

JOBS IN THE ARTS
ARTSEARCH * The Essential Source for a 
Career in the Arts * Over 5,000 jobs posted 
annually. Trusted for 30 years, ARTSEARCH 
just got better! Create email alerts for your 
customized searches. Navigate hundreds 
of opportunities more easily. Subscribe now 
for as low as $40. www.tcg.org.

Paid In Advance!
Make $1000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 
Supplies!  No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.net 
(AAN CAN)

FINANCIAL AID OFFICER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE 
OF COSMETOLOGY 
We are looking for a responsible individual 
to counsel students and their families 
through the financial aid process. You will 
be responsible for awarding, packaging, 
verifying information, processing refunds 
and making sure all issues are resolved in a 
timely and accurate manner. The minimum 
qualifications needed include:  Associates 
Degree, 3 years experience in financial aid, 
knowledge of FFELP loans and Title IV regu-
lations, basic computer skills and knowl-
edge of  PowerFaids is preferred. Strong 
interpersonal skills, and demonstrated 
concern for all students is required.
Please send all inquiries to info@interna-
tionalcollege.cosmetology.com

ADVERTISING- BEST KEPT SECRET. 
A business card sized display ad.140 
California community newspapers. Reach 
3 million+ Californians. Cost $1,550.$1.33 
cost per thousand. Free brochure (916)288-
6019; www.Cal-SDAN.com  (Cal-SCAN)

ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE!
Be Your Own Boss! 25 Machines + Candy All 
for $9995. Vend3 877-915-8222. All major 
credit cards accepted.  (Cal-SCAN)

EMT FREE TRAINING
plus pay, benefits, vacation, regular raises. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Help others. Gain finan-
cial security. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289.  
(Cal-SCAN)

$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Extra income! Assembling CD cases from 
Home! No Experience necessary!  Call our 
Live Operators NOW! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 
(AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION?
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families na-
tionwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions  
866-413-6293 (Void in Illinois) (AAN CAN) 

DATING SERVICE
Long-Term/Short-Term Relationships, FREE-
2-TRY! 1-877-722-0087 Exchange/Browse 
Personal Messages 1-866-362-1311. Live adult 
casual conversations 1-877-599-8753 Meet on 
chat-lines. Local Singles 1-888-869-0491 (18+) 
New!! Talk Live!! 1-866-362-1311 (AAN CAN)

New! Free to Try! 4 Services!
1-877-660-3887 Instant Live Connections! 
1-866-817-3308 Hundreds of Local Women! 
You Choose! 1-877-747-8644 Connect With 
Live (18+) Local Ladies! 1-866-530-0180 
(AAN CAN)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0331785-00 The following 
person is doing business as Box Cubed, 
532 B Simonds Loop San Francisco, CA 
94129. This business is conducted by 
an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date N/A. Signed 
Mitchell Vaughn. This statement was filed 
by Karen J. Hong Yee on December 2, 2010. 
#113253. December 22, 29, 2010, Janu-
ary 5 and 12, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0331955-00 The following 
person is doing business as The Royal 
Cuckoo, 3202 Mission St San Francisco, 
CA 94110. This business is conducted 
by a corporation. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date N/A. Signed 
Paul Miller. This statement was filed by 
Magdalena Zevallos on December 8, 2010. 
#113257. December 29, 2010, January 
5, 12 and 19, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332061-00 The following 
person is doing business as Indochine 
508, 508 Valencia St San Francisco, CA 
94103. This business is conducted by a cor-
poration. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date N/A. Signed Tse W Ho. 
This statement was filed by Mariedyne L. 
Argente on December 14, 2010. #113256. 
December 22, 29, 2010, January 5 and 
12, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332071-00 The following 
person is doing business as SwitchPoint 
Planning, 2101 Folsom St San Francisco, 
CA 94110. This business is conducted 
by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 12/15/10. 
Signed Jumana Nabti. This statement was 
filed by Maribel Jaldon on December 15, 
2010. #113254. December 22, 29, 2010, 
January 5 and 12, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332125-00 The following 
person is doing business as Common 
Scents, 3920 A 24th St San Francisco, 
CA 94114. This business is conducted 
by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date N/A. Signed 
Jan Van Swearingen. This statement was 
filed by Melissa Ortiz on December 17, 2010. 
#113258. December 29, 2010, January 
5, 12 and 19, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332197-00 The 
following person is doing business as 1. 
San Francisco Energy and Construction, 
2. SF Energy and Construction, 3145 
Geary #39 San Francisco, CA 94118. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 12/15/10. Signed Ronald S. Burk. This 
statement was filed by Jennifer Wong on 
December 22, 2010. #113259. December 
29, 2010, January 5, 12 and 19, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332237-00 The following 
person is doing business as Hawaiian 
Blossom Spa, 710 Post St San Francisco, 
CA 94109. This business is conducted 
by a corporation. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 12/22/10. 
Signed Anne Passagne. This statement was 
filed by Jennifer Wong on December 24, 
2010. #113265. January 5, 12, 19 and 
26, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332295-00 The fol-
lowing person is doing business as Tatum 
Brooke Photography, 1800 Broadway St 
Apt. 502 San Francisco, CA 94109. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 7/1/10. Signed Kimberly Martin. This 
statement was filed by Jennifer Wong on 
December 29, 2010. #113266. January 5, 
12, 19 and 26, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332379-00 The following 
person is doing business as LKJ Art, 2226 
33rd Ave San Francisco, CA 94116. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on 
the date N/A. Signed Laura Johnston. This 
statement was filed by Nory Hanson on 
January 3, 2011. #113267. January 5, 12, 
19 and 26, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332468-00 The follow-
ing person is doing business as Faultline 
Floral Design, 362 Waller St San Francisco, 
CA 94117. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 1/6/11. Signed Maria 
Elena Finestone. This statement was filed 
by Magdalena Zevallos on January 6, 2011. 
#113270. January 12, 19, 26 and Febru-
ary 2, 2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT FILE NO. A-0332525-00 The 
following person is doing business as 
Garo’s Jewelry, 888 Brannan St #121 
San Francisco, CA 94103. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above-
listed fictitious business name on the date 
1/7/01. Signed Garabet G. Demirjian. This 
statement was filed by Susanna Chin on 
January 7, 2011. #113273. January 5, 12, 
19 and February 2, 2011

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME  CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547353. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Jonathan 
Ross Jaochico for change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Jonathan 
Jaochico filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: Jonathan Ross Jaochico 
Proposed Name: Jonathan Ross Jaochico 
Arana. THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
NOTICE OF HEARING Date: Feb 10, 2011. 
Time: 9:00 AM room - 218. Signed by James 
J McBride, Presiding Judge on December 8, 
2010. Endorsed Filed San Francisco County 
Superior Court on December 8, 2010 by 
Param Natt, Deputy Clerk. Publication 
dates: December 22, 29 2010, January 5 
and 12, 2011.  L#113255

SUMMONS (FAMILY LAW) CASE NUMBER 
FDI-10-773721 NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: 
Mary Nguyet Phan. YOU ARE BEING SUED. 
THE PETITIONER’S NAME IS: Wanderson 
Alves Cavalcante Folha. You have 30 
CALENDAR  DAYS after this Summons 
and Petition are served on you to file a Re-
sponse (form FL-120 or FL-123) at the court 
and have a copy served on the petitioner. 
A letter or phone call will not protect you. 
If you do not file your Response on time, 
the court may make orders affecting your 
marriage or domestic partnership, your 
property, and custody of your children. You 
may be ordered to pay support and attorney 
fees and costs. If you cannot pay the filing 
fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver form. 
If you want legal advice, contact a lawyer 
immediately. You can get information about 
finding lawyers at the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), at the California Legal Ser-
vices Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
or by contacting your local county bar as-
sociation. NOTICE The restraining orders on 
page 2are effective against both spouses or 
domestic partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgment is entered, or the court 
makes further orders. These orders are 
enforceable anywhere in California by any 
law enforcement officer who has received 
or seen a copy of them. The name and 
address of the court is: SAN FRANCISCO 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. The address, and 
telephone number of petitioner’s attorney, 
or petitioner without an attorney, is Wan-
derson Alves Cavalcante Folha 312 Pioche 
St San Francisco, CA 94134 415-724-1926. 
Endorsed FILED, San Francisco County 
Superior Court, on December 6, 2010 by 
Rosalinda Ponce, Clerk; Rosa Linda Ponce, 
Deputy Clerk. Notice To The Person Served: 
You are served as an individual. Publication 
dates: January 12, 19, 26 and February 
2, 2011. L#113268

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME  CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547384. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Anna 
Siu, Victor Chan for change of name. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Anna Siu, Victor Chan  filed a petition with 
this court for a decree changing names 
as follows: Present Name: Collin Siu Chan 
Proposed Name: Collin Chan Siu. THE 
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before this court 
at the hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition for change 
of name should not be granted. NOTICE 
OF HEARING Date: Feb 24, 2011. Time: 
9:00 AM room - 218. Signed by James J 
McBride, Presiding Judge on December 22, 
2010. Endorsed Filed San Francisco County 
Superior Court on December 22, 2010 by 
Param Natt, Deputy Clerk. Publication 
dates: December 29 2010, January 5, 12 
and 19, 2011.  L#113260

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME  CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547385. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Aileen 
Marie Aponte Wheeler and Christopher 
Campbell Wheeler for change of name. 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner 
Aileen Marie Aponte Wheeler and Chris-
topher Campbell Wheeler  filed a petition 
with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows: Present Name: Andrew 
Campbell Wheeler Proposed Name: John 
Campbell Wheeler. THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at the hearing 
indicated below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name should 
not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING Date: 
Feb 22, 2011. Time: 9:00 AM room - 218. 
Signed by James J McBride, Presiding Judge 
on December 22, 2010. Endorsed Filed 
San Francisco County Superior Court on 
December 22, 2010 by Elias Butt, Deputy 
Clerk. Publication dates: January 12, 19, 
26 and February 2, 2011.  L#113271

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME  CASE NUMBER: CNC-11-547406. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Don Chin 
for change of name. TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: Petitioner Don Chin  filed a peti-
tion with this court for a decree changing 
names as follows: Present Name: Don Chin 
AKA Don Get Chin, Doon Get Chin Proposed 
Name: Don Chun Kit Chin. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if 
any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: March 8, 2011. Time: 9:00 AM room ñ 
514. Signed by James J McBride, Presiding 
Judge on January 4, 2011. Endorsed Filed 
San Francisco County Superior Court on 
January 4, 2011 by Deborah Steppe, Deputy 
Clerk. Publication dates: January 12, 19, 
26 and February 2, 2011.  L#113272

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES Date of Filing Ap-
plication: December 13, 2010. To Whom It 
May Concern: The name of the applicant is: 
Slanted Door Inc The. The applicant listed 
above is applying to The Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: Ferry Building Marketplace 
The Embarcadero UT 5 San Francisco, CA 
94111-4205. Type of License Applied for: 
47- ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE. 
Publication dates: December 29, 2010, 
January 5 and 12, 2011 L#113264

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGES Date of Filing Applica-
tion: December 14, 2010. To Whom It May 
Concern: The name of the applicant is: 584 
Valencia Street LLC. The applicant listed 
above is applying to The Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 584 Valencia St San Francis-
co, CA 94110. Type of License Applied for: 
47- ON-SALE GENERAL EATING PLACE. 
Publication dates: December 29, 2010, 
January 5 and 12, 2011 L#113262

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO SELL 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES Date of Filing 
Application: December 22, 2010. To Whom 
It May Concern: The name of the applicant 
is: Small Potatoes Catering and Events, 
Inc. The applicant listed above is applying 
to The Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic beverages at: 35 
6th St San Francisco, CA 94103. Type of 
License Applied for: 41 - ON-SALE BEER 
AND WINE - EATING PLACE. Publication 
dates: January 12, 19 and 26, 2011 
L#113269

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME  CASE NUMBER: CNC-10-547369. 
SUPERIOR COURT, 400 McAllister St. San 
Francisco, CA 94102. PETITION of Gyung 
Suk Jung for change of name. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: Petitioner Gyung 
Suk Jung  filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as follows: 
Present Name: Ye Yang Jung Proposed 
Name: Holly Ye Yang Jung. THE COURT 
ORDERS that all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show cause, if 
any, why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING 
Date: Feb 15, 2011. Time: 9:00 AM room ñ 
218. Signed by James J McBride, Presiding 
Judge on December 16, 2010. Endorsed 
Filed San Francisco County Superior Court 
on December 16, 2010 by Elias Butt, Deputy 
Clerk. Publication dates: December 29 
2010, January 5, 12 and 19, 2011.  
L#113261

ARIzONA BIG BEAUTIFUL LOTS
$99/mo., $0-down, $0-interest. Golf Course, 
Natíl Parks. 1 hour from Tucson Intíl Airport. 
Guaranteed Financing. NO CREDIT CHECK! 
(800) 631-8164 Code 4054  
www.sunsiteslandrush.com  (AAN CAN)

OWN 20 ACRES
Only $129/mo. $13,900 near growing El 
Paso, Texas (safest city in America!) Low 
down, no credit checks, owner financing. 
Free map/pictures. 866-257-4555   
www.sunsetranches.com (AAN CAN)

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM.
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate with 
a click of the mouse! Visit:  
http://www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 

Rocker Rehearsal
60 New Studios! 24 Hour Lockout. Safe. 
Affordable. Onsite security.   Two SF Loca-
tions. (415) 518-3357

“Perfection is achieved, not when there 
is nothing more to add, but when there is 
nothing left to take away”  
— Antoine de Saint Exupery
“A certain type of perfection can only be 
realized through a limitless accumulation of 
the imperfect.” 
— Haruki Murakami (Kafka on the Shore)

The SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN
TO plACe AN AD 415-255-7600

to place a classified ad

(415) 255-7600  |  sfbg.com/classifieds  |  classifieds@sfbg.com
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107
Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday
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connections
STERN BLACK NUNS 
Sisters of the order of St. Dominadora. 
Seeks submissive repair man as boy 
toys, cross-dressers can work in drag. 
Surrender to a higher Female Power. 

809149

EXOTIC, EROTIC LATINA 
Sexy Latin woman, blonde, busty, long 
legs, former dancer from New Orleans, 
would like to meet open-minded gen-
tlemen who are interested in intimate 
companionship and good times. If you 
are serious-minded and on the same 
page, get in touch with me. 332832

SEEKING A FRIEND 
Hispanic American lady, brown/brown, 
tan complexion, nice looking, seeking 
college-educated American gentleman, 
75+, prefer Catholic, who likes to travel 
and have adventures. 861416

LET'S CELEBRATE 2011! 
SWF, 55+, petite, brown hair, big, brown 
eyes, would like to meet a nice, hand-
some man. I'm into music, metaphys-
ics, big smiles and spiritual values. 
Non-smokers, please. 298476

DOMINANT ATTITUDE 
Full-figured black lady with huge butt, 
in wheelchair, seeks hungry, submis-
sive W/AM, 25-70, for female worship, 
mutually beneficial arrangement, fanta-
sy fulfillment, adult toy play. 851838

CASUAL DATING 
Caring, friendly SF who enjoys danc-
ing, travel, long drives exercise and 
more, would like to meet a gentleman, 
40-49, for friendship and companion-
ship. 322201

I'M WAITING FOR YOU! 
SWF, 59, 5'7", 125lbs, N/S, likes watch-
ing movies, dance, walks on the beach. 
Seeking SM, race open, 55-70, a good 
listener, financially solvent, good sense 
of humor, for friendship and possibly 
LTR. 329702

SEEKS THE RIGHT ONE! 
SWF, 50s, very caring, compassionate, 
classy, feminine, seeks nice gentle-
man, 49-59, to share dancing, traveling, 
long walks, the beach and more! pos-
sible LTR. 331622

YOU WON'T BE SORRY! 
SF, I'm in my 40s, I'm described as 
friendly, captivating, motivated, femi-
nine, works hard, seeks like-minded, 
nice gentleman, 40s-50s for possible 
LTR. Interests include: dancing, travel-
ing, exercise and more. 331628

READY TO TAKE A 
CHANCE!
Ambitious woman, 50s, honest, goal-
oriented, bright, hard-working, motivat-
ed, seeks similar gentleman, 50s, for 
dating leading to possible LTR. Please 
no games! 331630

TENNIS ANYONE? 
Feminine woman, 50s, very friendly, 
honest, caring seeks single male, 
50s, who's interested in tennis, camp-
ing, dancing the night away, beautiful 
beaches, experiencing new adven-
tures and more! I'm seeking a sincere 
long-term relationship. 331632

ISO GENUINE PERSON 
Fun-loving, smart, down-to-earth wom-
an looking to meet a friend in Alameda 
and Contra Costa Counties. Let's get to 
know each other and enjoy life. Look-
ing for someone in 45-60 age range, 
non-smoker; a genuine person, with 
good heart, who is honest. 331680

NATIVE
AMERICAN ISO SAME 
Native American woman, 55+, with 
quirky sense of humor, seeks Native 
American man, 36+, honest, caring, de-
voted, willing to laugh sometimes, for 
long-term relationship. 331681

GOOD TIMES TOGETHER 
Friendly mature female, compassion-
ate, has good values, likes music, 
dancing, dining out. Seeking a SM, 
70+, for friendship and companion-
ship. 332829

LET'S LAUGH TOGETHER! 
Adorable SF, 40s, enjoys coffee shops, 
dining out, traveling. Seeking similar 
male, 40s to 50s, for friendship first 
leading to possible LTR. 332833

YOU FOUND ME! 
SF, 40s, feminine, artistic, health-
minded, enjoys music, the outdoors, 
the beach, dining out and trying new 
foods, hiking. Seeking similar male, for 
dating and maybe more. 332834

EUROPEAN WOMAN 
SF, 50s, N/S, tri-lingual, classy, healthy, 
personable, I like to grow orchids, sail-
ing, boating, traveling, long drives, the 
beach. Seeking a similar male, 40-59, 
for friendship leading to possible LTR. 

332835

LET'S MEET 
SF, 40s, adaptable, ambitious, friendly, 
caring, honest, feminine, optimistic, 
hardworking and compassionate. En-
joys music, dancing, traveling, reading, 
hiking, long drives and more. Seeking 
SM, 40-59, for possible LTR. 332973

THE ONE FOR ME? 
SF, 40s, very friendly, outgoing, car-
ing, intelligent with good values. En-
joys shopping, dancing, long drives, 
reading, the beach, biking, and more. 
Looking for man, 40-59, for long-term 
relationship. 332975

LET'S GET TOGETHER 
Very caring, mischievous and personal 
single woman in the Petaluma area 
looking for a single man with similar in-
terests, 40-60. I enjoy music, camping, 
shopping, dining out, walking, exercise 
and much more. 332976

CARING & 
COMPASSIONATE
SF, 50s, honest, healthy, motivated and 
hardworking. Interests: music, camp-
ing, dancing, traveling, hiking, walks, 
the beach, and coffee shops. Looking 
for a man 40-70 for friendship, dating or 
possible LTR. 332978

SEEKING MY BASHERT 
Attractive, articulate, financially inde-
pendent, observant DJF, 65, with open 
heart seeks same qualities in available, 
single/divorced/widowed Jewish man. 

336110

LET'S MEET 
77-year-old retired Caucasian Christian 
high school teacher in Daly City wishes 
to meet and date a retired Caucasian 
lady for the object of marriage. I don't 
smoke, I'm a social dancer, play music 
in bands, own my own home and car 
and love my cat. 328838

A GREAT GUY 
Straightforward, intelligent, down-to-
earth SBM, 46, medium build, very 
outgoing, hard-working, enjoys quiet 
times and free time. Seeking SF, 30-50, 
for possible relationship. 329843

CASUAL RELATIONSHIP 
SBM, 34, N/S, looking for intimate en-
counters with a sexual, cool female, 21-
44. Just looking for some fun? Look no 
further. 329799

VERY CLASSY GUY 
Well-educated, secure, stable PM, 
recently retired, down-to-earth, likes 
reading, flying, tennis, playing music, 
more. Would like to meet a very classy 
lady, 37-56, who has the same qualities, 
for lasting relationship. 331440

YOU FOUND ME! 
Caring SWM, 40s, 5'8", 140lbs, N/S, 
with mild case cerebral palsy, seeks 
single female in her 30s, to share out-
door activities, dining out, long walks, 
running. I have run two half-marathons. 
Friendship first leading to possible 
LTR. 331626

VINTAGE EYEGLASSES 
Attractive SWM, 56, has a fetish for 
single, never-married, non-smoking 
women who wear vintage eyeglasses, 
super winged jeweled cat eyed, similar 
to those from the late 60s-early 70s, or 
spectacles. 333345

TIRED OF SOAP OPERAS? 
Want your own fantasy man? good-
looking DWM, 46, seeks female, 55+, 
for fun and new adventures. 334056

LIFE IS AN ADVENTURE 
Adventurous SWM, 50, tall, dark hair, 
handsome, intelligent with green eyes, 
outdoorsman with a romantic side 
looking for single woman to enjoy all 
that life has to offer and enlighten our 
horizons together. I love the outdoors 
and travel ( beach, mountains, etc.) lets 
have some fun! Sausalito. 334401

LET'S MEET AND TALK 
SHM, 21, would like to meet a female, 
19-28, for friendship possibly leading 
to more if we hit it off! 334467

SEEKS ONE 
SPECIAL LADY 
WM, 54, monogamous, hiker, ballroom 
dance, writer, singer, graduate degree, 
no church, giver, prolonged kissing, 
meditation, kind thoughts-words-
actions, with 9-year--old son. Walnut 
Creek. 334892

A GENTLE STYLE... 
Because I love. SWM, 60, 5'11", hand-
some, good values, looks ten years 
younger, seeking woman for friend-
ship, maybe more. Enjoy city walks 
and going to Marin Co. 319190

LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! 
SM, 25 just moved to the Bay Area from 
Redondo Beach, CA. Looking for some 
fun, exciting, and interesting people to 
hang around with. I'm an Engineering 
student that works really hard and on 
my time off I like to play really hard! 
Come join me for some fun. 326859

AMBITIOUS MAN 
SM, 50s, friendly, goal-oriented, caring, 
honest, optimistic, with good values, 
loves music, surfing, beaches, travel, 
just watching tv. Seeking SF, late 30s-
late 40s, who enjoys the same, for LTR. 

328999

LET'S HAVE FUN TODAY! 
Friendly SWM, honest, healthy, moti-
vated, kind, seeks similar woman, 40-
59, to share outdoor activities, hiking, 
biking, photography, friendship first, 
maybe LTR. 331623

SEEKING POSSIBLE LTR 
SWM, 20s, very hard-working, easygo-
ing, clean-cut, good values, flexible, 
ISO easygoing female in her 20s, to 
go dating, long drives, having fun out-
doors, camping and more. 331624

SEARCH NO FURTHER! 
Sincere SWM, 40s, seeks SF (Cauca-
sian only), 22-39, to share traveling, 
long walks, biking, outdoor fun, togeth-
erness, beaches, for friendship maybe 
more. 331627

BOYISHLY CHARMING 
Caring gentleman, in my 60s, seeks a 
nice, healthy woman, 50s-60s, to share 
outdoor activities, walks, dining out, 
skiing, traveling together, outdoor ad-
ventures, museums. Friendship first 
leading to possible LTR. 331629

LET'S GO 
OUT AND HAVE FUN! 
Ambitious single man, 50s, motivated, 
intelligent, seeks similar woman, 40-
60, for dating leading to possible LTR. 

332828

CIRCLE THIS AD 
SWM, 50s, very caring, healthy, hon-
est, ISO nice woman, 50-59, to enjoy 
outdoor activities, long walks, travel-
ing, exercise, leading to possible LTR. 

332831

SANTA ROSA AREA 
SM, 40s, optimistic, health-minded, 
artistic and compassionate. Interests 
include music, traveling, reading, kaya-
king, museums, exercising, the beach, 
and biking. Seeking SF in her 30s for 
casual dating. 332974

LET'S MEET SOON! 
Tall, mature W/M to share companion-
ship with slender, 5'8"+ fun, outgoing 
30-60--year-old female, possible LTR. 
Shared intimacy, health, fitness, music, 
dancing and hiking. 334348

LET'S MEET SOON! 
I am a very good-looking, 26-year-old 
fun loving male. I live in SF. I work as 
a software programmer. I would like 
to date women between 20-40. I like 
sports, music and other outdoor activi-
ties. 335231

BI MALE SEEKS SAME 
Bi married male, 45, health conscious, 
well built, seeks same, 30-50 for intima-
cy, passion and fun. 322889

LOAN ME YOUR WIFE 
Handsome, easygoing, discreet, polite 
gentleman, 59, enjoys couples. I am a 
WM, 6', 190lbs, athletic build, well-hung 
and Bi. I also like dominant women. 

232423

LET'S HOOK UP! 
Latin male, 43, 5'11", N/S, light-drinker, 
seeking a TV or TS, 30-40, for friend-
ship and companionship or having fun. 
Race not important. 335082

ROMANTIC
SPANISH WRESTLER 
Taurus, 5'11'', 164lbs, fully employed, 
wants to wrestle athletic babes. Very 
youthful at 50ish. Generous. Let's meet 
for coffee, dinner? Discreet and lots 
of fun. Sports enthusiast, moderate 
smoker, passionate! 311173

EROTIC COMPUTER 
Female dominant, BBW, computer 
virgin, in wheelchair, seeks sci-fi geek, 
techno angel and submissive com-
puter teacher, 21-60, for adult com-
puter entertainment and programming. 

802472

ISO ENDOWED BM, 18+ 
Looking for a kinky BM, 18+, 6'+, very 
adventurous, who loves dancing. I'm 
26 and looking to share some fantastic 
times. 333986

 Free ads placed in this section are not guaranteed to run every week. Be sure to renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh. 
 Personals are for adults 18 or over seeking monogamous relationships. To ensure your safety, carefully screen all responses and have fi rst meetings occur in a public place. This publication reserves the right to edit, revise, or reject any advertisement at any time at it’s 

sole discretion and assumes no responsibility for the content of or replies to any ad. Not all ads have corresponding voice messages. To review our complete guidelines, call 617.425.2636 0110 Delman

RESPOND TO ADS BY CALLING 1-900-226-7086 $2.29/MIN 18+
OR RESPOND BY CREDIT CARD, CALL 1-877-337-3292

PLACE YOUR OWN AD 1-877-895-7996 
CHECK US OUT ONLINE SFBGCONNECTIONS.COM

call 1.877.895.7996 to place your ad today!

VISIT WWW.SFBGCONNECTIONS.COM FOR THOUSANDS MORE SINGLES
For customer service go to www.People2People.com/help or call 1-800-252-0920

Talk
Dirty
to me!!!

 Live 1- on -1 Phone Fantasy 
with Sexy Ladies

18+

CALL (800) 229-6118!
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sensual massage
› sensual massage

**AAA MAssAge***
Young, pretty therapist. 
Advanced, Relaxation and stress relief. 
Accupressure,  Deep tissue, and 
Swedish.  $40hr, incall , SF Grant Ave. Call 
for appointment: 

*82-415-265-8961

Black 
Mermaid 
Sensual 
Massage
Safe SF location, Unhurried. Full-service. Se-
nior Discount. Complimentary bottle of wine.

415-756-6443
ChoColate Swan
Voluptuous Sensual Beauty
50DDD-46-48 Full Service. Safe SF Loc.

415-933-3218
EXPERT IN THE ART OF 
TOUCH!
Let me massage away your stress and 
negative energy through the art of touch via 
Swedish and deep tissue-style massage. 
I will bring you to heights of pleasure with 
my (light fingertip) style massage. Photo by 
request. Call Shelly at 415-806-0382

GFE Sweetheart
Marin incall/SF Hotel outcall  
(415) 331-6775

Indulge Yourself
With the best massage in the East Bay! 
Swedish, deep tissue and acupressure. 
Irina (510) 209-5422

Sensual Touch-Talk 
Therapy
Experience non-judgmental Sex Education, 
so you can express your sexual self with 
knowledge, joy & pride.
Carmen, Sexologist Ph.D. (415)613-2964
www.Sacredcarmen.com

4565 Mission St. SF 94112
415-858-2222

•SWEDISH MASSAGE
•CHINESE MASSAGE
•DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE
•PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE

$45/hr  
w/ad

$30/
30mins  

w/ad

7 days 
a week
11am-9pm

Ocean Acupressure
Deep Tissue,

Acupressure &
Massage Therapy

GRAND
OPENING

$40 massage
with this ad!

415-239-8928
1959 Ocean Ave. - SF

Hawaiian
Village

Spa

H&B Day Spa

4115B Judah St. @ 46th 
Ave., SF • Tel. 415-681-9809

OPEN:
10 AM-10 PM   

• Massage-Deep Tissue
• Reduce Stress
• Relaxation Steam
• Clean & New Environment

Quality
beautiful

Asian
girls

441 Stockton St. @ Sutter
union SQ. Sf ca. • 415-397-4181

Parking garage
1912 Lombard St. 

(415) 441-5884

Golden Gate
Massage

Jacuzzi
Body Wash
Private
Beautiful

    Girls

2829 Bridgeway #107 SauSalito, Ca  94965

415.332.2025

Esimo Massage
Body Shampoo w/ pretty asian girls

Mention
SFBayGuardian

for special discount

145 Waverly Place  SF, CA
In Chinatown

(Between Clay & Washington)
2hr Free Parking (on Kearny)

415-781-7777

Theraputic • Magic Touch

1429 Polk Street • SF, CA 94109
10am-10pm • 415-205-9080

Free Body SCruB
($30 Value) w/1 Hr Massage

Mention SF Bay Guardian

415-666-0800
10am-10pm Mon-Sun

Celandine Day Spa

60/hr

travel

LATIN AMerIcA
We are...Numero Uno to Latin America!
Now celebrating our 13th anniversary

415-703-9955� www.americastravel.net
348 Hayes�st,�s.F. Cst-2064111-40

Current Roundtrip fares 
subject to change. Tax 

and fuel charge is extra, 
restrictions apply.

S t u d e n t  f a r e S a v a i l a b l e !

TOKYO from $458.00
LONDON from $400.00
HONG KONG from $705.00
SHANGHAI from $701.00
BANGKOK from $626.00
SINGAPORE from $630.00
BUSINESS CLASS TO

TOKYO from $3500.00
*All prices are subject to change without notice and do not include tax and fuel surcharge.

 Please ask our agents for other restrictions.

1-800-573-6447
CSTL#2017288-40

DEADLINE FOR 
ALL ADULT

ADVERTISING
3:00 PM MONDAY

get 
lucky

sfbg.com/classifieds
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Bi - Black & Masculine
First Timers Welcome. Very discreet, 
friendly, clean and well-

endowed! In/Out calls.
Cedric, (510) 776-5945

!!!exotic Male escorts/Masseurs!!! 
- Prof’l, Exp’d, and Discrete. In/outcall. Bay 
Area. Call (415) 978-9690.

Fireside  
Massage
Unique, unhurried Swedish massage for 
men. 12 yrs. exp. 4-hand massage avail. 
California & Divisadero SF California
Johnny (415) 505-3060.
MUSCle MaSSaGe 5’10, 190, hairy, 
muscular give complete erotic massage. 
Incall/Outcall, Nick (415) 934-9325

Do you really want to have Sex with a 
Woman whoís been with 1000s of Men? 
Join AshleyMadison.com and meet real 
Women in your city who are trapped in 
Sexless Marriages.  Weíre 100% Secure, 
Anonymous & Guaranteed! (AAN CAN)

Do you really want to have Sex with a 
Woman whoís been with 1000s of other 
Guys? At AshleyMadison.com youíll meet 
Women in your city who are trapped in Sex-
less Marriages. Featured on: Dr. Phil, Ellen, 
Tyra & The View.  FREE Trial. (AAN CAN)
Every 60 seconds another woman joins 
AshleyMadison.com looking to have a Dis-
creet Affair. With over 7 million members, 
we Guarantee youíll have an Affair or your 
money back! Try it FREE today. As seen on: 
CNN, FOXNews & TIME. (AAN CAN)
With over 2.3 million Women, AshleyMadi-
son.com is the #1 Discreet Dating service 
for Married Women looking to have a 
Discreet Affair.  Sign-up for FREE at Ashley-
Madison.com. Featured on: Howard Stern, 
Sports Illustrated & MAXIM. (AAN CAN)

Free To Try! Hot Talk 1-866-601-7781 
Naughty Local Girls! Try For Free! 1-877-433-
0927 Try For Free! 100ís Of Local Women! 1-
866-517-6011 Live Sexy Talk 1-877-602-7970 
18+ (AAN CAN)

MEET HOT & SEXY SINGLES
www.acmedating.com    18+
415-735-3990 or 650-399-4088 
MEN SEEKING MEN 1-877-409-8884 Gay 
hot phone chat, 24/7! Talk to or meet 
sexy guys in your area anytime you need 
it.  Fulfill your wildest fantasies. Private & 
confidential. Guys always available. 1-877-
409-8884 Free to try. 18+ (AAN CAN)

FREE PARTY LINE! 18+
TALK TO SWEET EBONY GIRLS OR SEXY 
LATINAS LIVE 1-ON-1. NEVER ANY CHARGES! 
712-338-7792 
KInKY FetISh GIRlS!  
888-484-lIVe(5483)

***Good Girls & 
Naughty Chat***
try FRee w/ code 3804
Call 415-402-1001
or 800-700-6666
RedhotDateline.com

gay adult/adult

More Local Numbers: 1.800.210.1010
18+ www.livelinks.com

TRY FOR FREE CODE 8131

415.772.9944

talk with sexy
local singles

415.430.1126
Now part of the
Livelinks®network!

TRY IT

FREE
CODE 2908

Victoria
IN/OUTCALLS

510-837-2422  

5’8” 

(415) 871-6949

Yum   
  Yum
Asian
Blend

24/7

Great Service

Gentlemen,
by
appointment
only.
pleaSe
unblock
your #

716 4th St.
San Rafael

filipina babe

Now or
Never

*82
(415)
621-
7406

Starving men, 
I am 100% 
Functional! Beginners 

are 
welcome!

TRANSSEXUAL

415-401-8948

ts

jessica
Beautiful
Transsexual

Petite

Visiting
Only in
san
Francisco

415-308-3785

Shiny Boots of Leather
Mistresses/ Female subs needed on the 
Peninsula. Good money, NO SEX, will train. 
(650) 465-0700.

Big Bold and Beautiful  
Domination
All Kinds of Kink, 39, Blonde, Incalls, 
Outcalls,
650-307-3337

Domination And Surrender
...are powerfully erotic. BackDrop Club. For 
over 35 years. Instruction, events, private 
play sessions, more. (650) 965-4499  
www.backdrop.net.

THE LUSTY LADY THEATER
Live nude girls and Private shows! We love 
all fetishes and fantasies. Toys, dirty-talk, 
domination, girl-on-girl and more! Ladies & 
couples welcome, Private booths. 
9am-3am Mon-Fri, 11am-3am Sat, Sun.

1033 Kearny 
St, SF.  
415-391-3991

415-487-2502
rebekah@sfbg.com

DeaDline iS MOnDaY
BeFORe 3PM!

Place your 
ad in the 
SF Bay 
Guardian!

escorts

sfbg.com
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415-434-4500
www.kuminsommers.com

EmploymEnt
AttornEys

ARE YOU BEING EVICTED?
Delay your Eviction!  Stay in your home rent free 

for months!  Starting at $495. For more info visit: 

EvictStoppers.com or call (877) 847. 8797

Medical Marijuana Evaluations: 

Professional, Affordable and Compassionate

Physicians. Bay Area Housecalls Available. 

215rx.com

holisticinstituteofgreaterhealth.com

415 637 7487

HAIR MODELS NEEDED!
Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon.  

Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com.

BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY
CALL DEAN L. WOERNER 415-550-8799 

WWW.SANFRANBK.COM

“Hatred paralyzes life; love releases it. Hatred  

confuses life; love harmonizes it. Hatred darkens life;  

love illuminates it.” -Martin Luther King

“Skate Moss” oil on canvas

Guardian Logo Guidelines

3" or larger, light background use this one: 3" or larger, dark background use this one:

3" or larger, light background use this one: 3" or larger, dark background use this one:

3" or less, light background use this one: 3" or less, dark background use this one:

Law Offices of Eric T. Johnson
870 Market St. Suite 543 San Francisco, CA 94102

P: (415) 402-0355 • bankruptcy.lawoffice@yahoo.com
ENGLISH/TAGALOG/SPANISH/RUSSIAN/MANDARIN TRANSLATORS AVAILABLE!

50% off Chapter 7 
BankruptCy
also specializes in Social Security 

& Workers’ Compensation Law

W E  P A Y  Y O U R  T A X

01/22/2011

Get LeGaL!
Medical Marijuana evaluations

• Match any Local Price
• 24/7 Verification
• Dr. Hanya Barth

Compassionate Health Options
Call 415-255-1200 • Green215.com

BUMP is a study being con-
ducted by the San Francisco 
Department of PublicHealth 
for individuals who use meth. 
If you qualify, you’ll receive 
$10-35 per visit.

The Addiction & Pharmacology 
Research Lab is conducting 
research on the usefulness of 
a medication to help people 
stop using methamphetamine. 
Eligible participants receive 
counseling and compensation.

415- 333-QUIT  
www.333QUIT.com

This project has been funded with Federal funds 
from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 

DA027161 and DA023567.

Trying To

QuiT MeTh?


